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THE 
Caſe of PERSECUTION, 
Charg'd on the 


[Church of England, 


Conſider” d and Diſcharg d, 


In order to Her 


JUSTIFICATION, 


AND A 


Defrred Union of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


———— _— 


The Parliament made good Laws: The Papiſts, our of a Pretended Re- 
yerence to Tender Conſciences, hindred the Execution of them ; and 
ſome Leading Difſenters (to fay no more) had private Incouragement, 
ro ſer up a mighty Cry of Perſecution, te caſt all rhe Odium on a Perſe- 
cuting Church,andDioceſan Canoneers. Defence of Dr. Stillingfleer,p.68. 


But Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children , Matth. xi. xix. 
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Right Reverend- Father in + C o D, | 


JONATHAN, 


May.it. pleaſe your Lordſhip, :: ©... ONE 
#7TS ſlender Preſent comes as a'grate- 
ful. Expreſſion of that great Satisfaition 
and Foy with which your: Clergy were 
'\ flew; whey _w Tag pe a inftafed 

" teſan. * I DHA - CIV) 

Fo our Lodo s Client, © arehriing; f0' "ou NEW Abit 
Hes bath -lately- endeavoured after our Szvjour” + Me- 
thod 'to remder: Trey Cater the' Ham 5 Dt are-Czfar's ; 

#9 word hu affays*'b gibt "tint "vs and bis Chuveh, 
Ko thingy thit-ap% God'.5"\Fhe9 Ing SF Sonfeſs, 5's 
Fr oy WAY INN EY Vw Olive 
Branch to that Ark, which. hath bet tO voi? 3th 
B ſucceed. 


bleſſed Savioar, and indeed it 15 only your Lordſhips Ap- 


"Engliſh World was 'not.. worthy, have. truck dead all: 


 mbhjch with: ſo. much otherwiſe Irrefiſt;ble_ Vitlexce were 
breaking in upon ue. Kor at 
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ucceeding Waves, bringing Tidings of the Abatement - 
np ang Ft which bad ar Broder and Na- 
tion, and that the frightful Noiſe of Perlecution doth 
vow ceaſe in our Land; T hope it may be taken into that 
Ark by your Lordſhips. Hand. The Widows Mite which 


ſhe caft into the Treaſury, was graciouſly accepted by our 


probation can give a Value to this Mite, as the Royal 
Stamp. doth ta thoſe Metals which have no Intrinfick 
value in themſelves. My endeavour i. by a few Argu- 
ments, to filence thoſe Marmurings, Fears, and Fea- 
loufies, that the Church of. England will be ( as they 
flandenoaſly report it hath been ) a Perſecutiog Church ; 
and this would'be as needleſs, if we had to do with -rea- 
(onable Men, and real Proteſtants, as to . prove, that 
the Martyr'd Biſhops in Queen Mary's days, who alſo 
were our firſt Reformers, were Perſecutors, and deſtroy- 
ers-of that Religiouwhich they plamed hyrheir Doftrine, 


and watered with their Bloud in every corner of their : p 

Kingdom,” and which hitherto as a Fruirful Vine hath 

brought forth ſuch Fruit as hath howoired GO D and 

| ' Man: But what need i there to draw a- 

Line; when we -have the Works of Apel- 

les before us, © AS TENS 
The more then Heroick Deeds of your ſelf, and thoſe 

ever memorable Biſhops your Colleagues, of whom our. 


Judges 9. 11. 


ſuch Objefors, who as one Man ftood up, . as Phinees did, 

and: by. Petitioning,. or. as the other-Tranflation bath it, © 

by. executing-of Judgment, Pal. t06.;v. 30. \ .... 
4nd Fg not only. your- Dignities and Honours, 

but. your. Lives and Fortunes in the Gap, gave. a. check: 

and. diverfion to. thoſe Rlagues .of Popery-and Slavery, 


And: 
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Perſecutors, ''or unworthy of the Miter , who' were 
fuch prepared Candidates for a Crown of Martyrdom 
for themſelves, - and ſo reſolved Aſſertros of the li-' 
erty of the Goſpel, and the Kingdom of God and 
our Saviour, for their Proteſtant Brethren. But -as 
Suefonius, c. 74. ſays of Julius Czfar, 7hat he 
thought it not enough that his Wife was without a Fault, 
But that ſhe ought to be clear from. all Saſpicion of a 
Faxt. Oportet-uxorem Czfaris non folum crimine 
verum omni Criminis ſuſpicione carere. | 
His preſent Majeſty, after mature Conſideration, - 
hath now conſummated the Union of our Eſtabliſhed 


. Church with bis Royal Perſon, which he long fince 
. eſpouſed by its Proxy, and lively Efigies, His Roy- 


al Conſort , and which hath hitherto to his good liking, 
behaved her ſelf, :udu«@ as an-unſpotted Virgin ; 


\ for thus hath our. Royal Sovereign ſolemnly declared 


in the mof} Auguft Afſembly of the Nation, That 
he is*reſolved to fupport that Church, whoſe Loy- 
alty he doubted not would enable him to Anfwer 
their juſt ExpeQation, and that it ſhould be- al- 
ways his particular Care, and -as ſoon as conveni- 
ently it might be he would call a Convocation : 
So that now there i as little cauſe of Suſpicion left, 
that the Eſtabliſhed Church ſhould be a Perſecuting, 
as that it can be a Popiſh Church; or that we ſha 
have 'meerly a Parliamentary Religion, as the Pa- 
piſts ſay, as that we ſhall have a Popiſh Religion, 
a ſome Diſſenters fear. It i too apparent, that 
the Church was fingied out as a Sacrifice, and de- 
voted by the  Papiſts to Deſtruftion, and for Pro- 
teftion, a; a Dove Perſecuted by the Romiſh Eapye ; 
fhe bath taken Sanfluary in the Boſom of our pre- 


" ſent Soveraign, -and who'can think that under the 


#3: In- 


sS « 


The. - Phil oy. 


afluence and; Gendul? of ff propitiens, ani \bev 
a: Rreteftant-. Pance, ' eg ſhould be. ge 
Santiated into..a Serpent. - Nor. can ber greateff' 
Enemy ſuppoſe ber to be F3 woid of all. Regfom and 
Religion, as 6. forget, vhſe . Vows. mbich "ſhe miade 
tu that day of hex Biftrefs, which our Diviftons 'made 
ſo Dark « \ Tampeftwous, of -ber.: ready Tnclination- 
to a happy Union,. in which our - Strength and - Se- 
.curity againff. our common \Adverſaries doth con- 
ſift. And the; God of >Peace, who: only: can Ho it, 
make us all that dwell in one Houſe,"to be of one 
Mind, to know. and- do the things. that, belong 
to our Peace ,- before they are- hid. from - our- 
| + 
&7 beg your. Lordſhips Patience to'- bear \a 
Trath, which will newer ſhame '#ts Owner. We were 
at fir? hurried -at ſo. great a diſtance from one. a- 
" mather, crumbled into-ſo many. Sefts and. Fattions, 
ard have been for almojt Fifty Tears together, \ run- 
| into irremediable Separations, by the. Whips 
"7 Spurs of- thoſe furious Drivers and Riders , var 
common Enemies the Papiſts, whoſe ſecret, Bit HOW - 
Jenfible Laſhes, ( and they. muff needs go, whom 
the Devil transformed into an Angel of Ligh , doth 
drive ) have Linda us \ to run. into ſuch 
and C orraption,.| 4s' none but. be that raiſeth os Dead 
could repair. the- decayed Careaſſes - Our _— 
and State, And very Glorious wanld- thoſe - 
have appeared at that RefurrefAon., mere- noma \ ot 
for ſome wrang/ing. Sad daces, wha would. rather-nain- 
Zain. an - Annibilation +. than grant 8: . RefurreBiow:; | 
fore whuſe..Confutation” 5C mas rp We for /Actf.09 
were coucerned. ow..the behalf. of. the "Chun, «8 af 
fert+ her Dattrige ,"-and. their own. Inriocenops.tndlay- 
the late. Revo/ubions:; vthowi ns Papefora yew alt- her 
Fe, - % / facets 
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WA Oment' of the" Elurih, 1a Commiſſion war yrant- 
\ cm different" Perfivafions; "to" confalt* where: 
won ;" the Spiris. of the: Covenant "did fo firim. fome 
" Diſſenters, as to: move them to Tu/i/} upon 4: weceſſi- 
ty of Reformation of Epiſcopacy, and Liturgy, of Do- 
trine and Worſhip, to which the Advocates for the 
Church could not ' yield to the Satisfattion of their 
: Adverſaries, unleſs they had taken the guilt of all 
I/ the former Wars and Confuftons -on themſelves, and 
fo have given their Adverſaries an occaſion to @ry 
: ViQoriz;qadono trim Tin their Deſtru&ton'; from | 
5 which they were ſufficiently cautioned by the - unrea- 
Ne ſonable Dealings, of dhe Men with the Royal  Mar-- 
tyr,” who' Yaking Atloimitage by his too free, but on 
their parts forced Conceſſions, granting them all that 
in, Reaſon pnd oGoſyence be could part with, ſtill 
craved more, until they - moſt unconſcionably, and + 
barbaroaſly had worried him out of his Life. - God 
forbid ſuch Obſtinacy ſhould ſtill be predominant a- 
 -  mong us, .when there are ſo many powerful ' Adver- 
faries watching and labouring for” our Diviſions and- 
Deſtruftian. . We: have. choſen indifferent Arbitra- 
tors to comps/e our Ditvifions, and heal our Breaches, 
and by the Bleſſing of God, we have an Umpire who 
z- both able and- willing to determine them; let us. 
once © more agree to- ſubmit to their Determination, 
and I doubt not, that although we may not have 
what may pleaſe every one, yet we may have what - 
- © will profit us all. And now, my Lord, I beg your. 
© Pardon for this Treſpaſs on your Patience, and "as - 
zily -pray-God for his Bleſſing. on your . Lordſhip's Ex- 
deavours in that ' Station- wherein you now are, the - 
Conſidpration - of mhich- -(" it - bes r 4-more pub--- 
lick: benefit ). er F_ Abſence, w— 
td] x 


% 


UM 


The Epille Dedicatory: * 


till it ſpall pleaſe God to grant us your Preſence 
for our more particular . welfare, which is much defired, 
and will be very acceptable to this your _ aud 
Native Country « + 00 Oey to 


Exon, April 21, Th SED | 
the day. | 
| your Cond. A ( 
— +—_— Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Humbly | g | 


Devoted Servant, 


THO, LONG. 
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THE 


| occivion 
Publiſhing _ 


THIS 


| TREATISE. 


T' was not the. numerous Pamplets, which like. 
' ſo many Swarms of Inſet raiſed out of Dung- 
; hils, have.darkned. and infefted the Exg/iſþ: | 
Air, and darting, forth their impotent Stings, 
-- - as.ſo many Ephimeri, died the ſame day, 4-- 
uimanmgue. in.vulaere.. poxunt ; bat the Witchcraft of. 
; - fuchas would raiſe the Dead to infett the Living; and. 
| as Evi Spirits diſturb-the Bodies-of ſuch.as would. Sg 
reſt in. their Graves, to: affright men- out 'of. their. | 
Wats: firſt, and. then out of their Religion, that hath + 
given occaſion to this little, Trad : For to this end, 
- the Poſthumous Works of Mr. C/arkſon,. concerning . 
— Epiſcopacy and-Liturgy, are Conjur'd up;.and two-- 
Kiery blying:Serpends, fo full gorg'd withs with. Ver 


- ROME, 


— 


light t6 wallow inthe Mire; or tolick up what othyr 
lavevomited forth; will fix an eye upon them : Aſi 


nome, that unleſs they vented itzit would have-broke 


them; 3s 
wary People, and turn their Z76 ſand's to the. Biſhops, 


into a Crucifgite, and by perpetuating our Diviſions, 


'to keep open thoſe _— thar our Common Enemies 


have Made, - bring 1 in P opery and Slavery upon us:: 
Shch Ita thar Bu oohry Scribler, Hicktng "oh, 
who oberg wy in Seriptureiphraſe, and 
the Spawn of the Great Leviathan, or Solomoy's Fool, 
caſts .Fire-brands, Arrows, and Death; and makes 1 it 


his Sport to do Miſchief :- an GI, that at-- 
.tempts not only to Defile, | wee roy. his, om : 


Neſt by ſetting itonFire: Wi Bantefou, M 

B: hath oo himſelf in- the ſame Deſign;; er 
though like Sampſon's Foxes, they look ſeveral ways, 
yet are they agreed, with Fire-brands at_ their Tails, 


to run through and. deſtroy our Corn-fie Theſe : 
.are ſuch fs drn” "Enemies to the Peach of >” | 


as nothing can ſatisfie, but a.delenda Cafthago, they 


lay their Axes to the -root of that Tree, by the fall 


whereof they muſt inevitably periſh. - Their Works 
are fo. filthy and nauſeous, that norie' bar ſuch-as fle- 


Mr.R.B.'s late, but often 4+ vongn and refuted Scri 


called, The Engliſh Noy-conformity unde?: "King Charles = 
the Second. inn; King James the" ons he words'hr | 


the Title-pape; an heard, will ſufficiently! 


; diſcover the Temper of the'Worktnan; and BE Nature 
of the Matetidls, to'be both 'obband wy gay me 


Tees to"the' end; 'trye Xiddermi 
the Titke et Heearnell Ore ork 
&F; not t6thvitertie Land, dad 


rhe: rota Guiltand Puniſhment et Pk 
141 Lying CNN, 


Cy 


: "The Occaſion of Publiſhing this Treatiſe. M FF - 
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Corrupt his Church, and not Amend; nor by Laws, 
orblind Maligaity, to Reproach Faithful Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Judge them to Scorn and Beggardy, and 
tolyeanddye ia Goals as Rogues,and fo to ſtrengthen 
Prophaneneſs, Popery and Schiſm ; and all for want 
of Willingneſs and Patience to Read and Hear.their 
"Juſt Defence, while they can ſpend much more time 
in Sin and Vanity : The Author humbly beggs, 'that 
he and his Books of Unconfuteable Defence, of a Mi- 
ſtaken Perſecuted Cauſe, may not be Witneſks againſt 
them, for ſuch great and wilful Sin, to their Condem- 
nation ; to which he ſybjoyns from Zke 1 3. 3, 5. Ex- 


cept ye mp, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. In the ſecond 
Page, he boaſts (of what indeed ought to be his Shame) 


. . of: his Pleas for Peace, wherein, he ſays, he ſhew'd how 


great and hainous the Sin of Conformity is. 2ly, QF 
his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy. 3ly, Of his Apoloy. 
4ly, Of another Plea for Peace. 51y, Of a Treatiſe 
of Church-Concord : and that nothing like an An- 
ſwer to any of theſe, hath been made, fave that to 
ſome part of the firſt, ſome meer impertinant Noiſe, 
by ſome One that is Confuted, p. 3. I wonder much. 
that ſuch Learned Men as Dr. String fleet, Dr. Morrice, 
and others, who have Anſwer'd his Pleas (for Separa- 
tion, not)-for Peace, and his Trat of Epiſcopacy, &c. 
ſhould condeſcend to draw the Saw with ſo Conten- 
tious a Perſon; but much more, that after they had 
ſo expoſed him, as an Ignorant and Malicious Scribler, 
he ſhould again expoſe himſelf fo far as to remind his 
Readers to enquire after thoſe Anſwers which will de- 
monſtrate with how great Malice, and little Learning 


| hedid, and ſtill doth oppoſe himſelf, even againſt thoſe 


things, which 1n his Sober Intervals, he did allow. In 
the 4th Chapter, he reckneth up Forty things requi- 
red to Conformity, which he accounts to be Sintul : 

GG: and 
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and in Chapter 56. Thirty Tremeridous Circumſtan- 


ces and Principles that afright Men from Conformi- 


” His Words in the Conclufion, p. 303. are theſe : 7 


it be the Preachers of the Goſpel, that yet will give the . 


Land no Peace, but cry out, Execute, Proſecute, ſuffer 
not, ftrike home, and their Fudgment be the' Executio- 
mers Encouragement, who ſay, The Clergy tell us it is 


our Duty : I had rather anſwer them with Tears than 


Words----- Is not Silencing, taking all we have, and lying 
in Fayle among, Rogues, from fix Months to fix Months, 
till we dye, greater Slavery than the Turks inflift on 
Chriſtians £ What i this for, and on what fort of Men 2 
Who be they that have cauſed and continued it, after 
Twenty Seven Tears experience 'of the Effets 8 What 
is Diaboliſm, if this be not ? Why is not Publick Repen- 
tance of it Proclaimed & Now whereto tends all this, 
| but to make the World believe, that the Church of 
England, and ſuch Rulers as Defend and Support ir, 
are all of them Lying, Perjured, and Intolerable Perſe- 
cutors. As for his Colleague Mr. Hickring/e, I ſhall 
. need to ſay no more than this: That the Deſign of 
his Book againſt Ceremony-Mongers, is ſufftciently 

ſhewn, by his other Book: againſt the TEST and 
- Penal Laws; asif the Injunction of them were a Per- 
ſecution ; for the removal of which Groundleſs Scan- 
dal, the following Treatiſe is now Publiſhed. 


The 
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Preface. 
INCE it bath pleaſed Almighty G.O D, in bs tender 
Compaſſion to a Sinfnl Nation, to ſet over us a King 
and Queen who do naturally take Care for us, andas 
ind»ſtriouſly ſeck to Unite and Preſerve, as-the late King 
-did to Divide and Deſtroy us : We ſhould no longer 
think of ſhewing our Zeal for Chrit, as James and John did, by 
calling for Fire from Heaven to conſume all ſuch as follow not as 
and our Opinien ; but as uſefid. Members under ſuch anable Head; 
Unite into one Body, that we may withſt and the furious Attempts 
of our Common Adverſaries, who inceſſantly ſeek to improve the - 
Seeds of Diſcord, which they bave ſown among#t us, for our ut- 
ter Extirpation: And that I may remove and prevent the Preju- 
dices which ſuch as have hitherto Separated from the Ef abliſhed 
Worſhip, have conceived again#t the Governours of the Church, 
under Regal Authority, Tfhall here deſire them to conſider, what 
Condeſcentions. and Conceſſions : they have betn always ready to 
make for the Eaſe of all Tender Conſciences, and to which they are 


"ready to Agree, when-ever the _— Power ſhall commit the 


Conſideration of thoſe things to the Parliament and Convocati- 

0n. | 
His Majeſty Charles the Second, in a Declaration from Breda, 
promiſed a Liberty to Tender Conſciences, and that no Man'ſhauld 
be diſquieted or called in nw for Differences of Opinion in 
Matters of Religion, which did not difturb the Peace of the King- 
dom ; and that he ſhould be ready to conſent to ſuch an AF of 
Parliament, as upon mature Deliberation ſhould be offered to bim, 
for granting (ſuch an Indulgence : Afrer which he ſets forth bus 
Declaration to all his loving Subjetts of- the Kingdom of England, 
and Dominion of Wales, concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, Dated 
at White-hall :he 25th of Ofober, 1660 ;. whith'certainly was 
ſufficient 10 ſatrsfie all ſober Proteſtants : He grants a Commiſſion 
to ſome Perſons of the Preshyterian, as well as of the Epiſcopal 
C 2 Per- 


The PREFACE. 


Perſwaſion ; but what little Effe& all theſe things wrought to- + 
wards @ Reconciliation, and by whoſe Fault, will. thas appear. In 
bis Majeſty's Declaration, he deſired the Diſſenters to Read. as 
much of the Common-Prayers, as they bad no juft Exceptions 
again#} : yet, though ſome had declared, they could Uſe the great- ' 
eſt part of I never beard, that any of them did comply with ſo 
reaſonable a Neſire of bis Majpſty; but inſtead thereof, they Peti- 
tion for-a oy Shorty of DotFrine and Diſcipline, and that 
Commiſſioners might be appointed to Compile a New Form, or 
Reform the Old. And though the King denied the making of a 
New, having expreſſed his eſteem of the Old, in his Declaration, 
Octob. 25. yet Ar. B. or ſome others, drew up another Liturgy. 
in eight Days time, which they confeſſed had many Imperfe&tions, 
et-they.call it their mere Corre& Nepenthe, and Protef# before 
God and-iMen, againſt the Dole of Opium ;. ( i. e.) the Litwr- 
gy recommended by the King and Parliament, as that which tend- 
ed to the Cure of their Diſeaſe, by Extinguiſhing of Life, and to- 
Unite them.in a Dead Religion; and tell the Biſhops, If theſe be 
all the Amendments and Abatements you will-admie, you 
fell your Innocency and the Churches.Peace for nothing. 
And in the due Account and Petition, they refle& as.ſeverely upon- 
his Majeſty, ſaying , We muſt needs believe, that when his 
Majeſty took our Conſentto a Liturgy, to be a Foundation 
that would. infer our Concord, you -(i..6. your Majeſty) . 
meant not that we ſhould have no Concord, but by con- 
ſenting to this Liturgy. without any conſiderable Alterati- 
ons.. And in the cloſe of the ſecond Paper, they tell the King, If 
they ſhould loſe the opportunity of their deſired Reconcili- - 
ation, it aftoniſheth them to foreſee what doleful Effects. 
our Diviſions would: produce. - As Baſil ſaid ro Valens, /o. 
they, p: 137. of their Reply, If you will receive the true Faith, | 
thy:Son-ſhall live-z-which when he refuſed,. he ſaid; The - 
Will of God be done. with: thy Son: So we- ſay too; if you. 
will put on Charity, and-promotethe Churches Peace, God 
will Honour you, but if you will do contrary, the-Will of : 
the Lord -be done, with your Honours. © TL 
Aid as to the Lawns,.in a Progneſt ication. ſet out. T66xg"pi.12, 
1.3: they talk of new Impoſitions, Subſcriptions and Oath, Words 
and Attions which:they believe to be. againſt the. Word off God; 
this reflefts ow the Legiſlators. Dr. Seillingfleet obſerved-of rhe - 
farft:Plea for Prave, "That it lookt as if it had been-defgned - 
The EE ON: 
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on- purpoſe -to-repreſent the Clergy of our Church, as a- 
company of Notorious Lying and Perjured Villains, © And 
that Autbor, in bus Anſuver to the Dottor's Sermon, p. 73. charg- 
eth him ith pleading for Preſurnption, Prophanation, Ulſur- 
pation, Uncharitableneſs, and Schiſm. And in the Preface 
of the. Second Defence, That the Dottor's Book us made up of 
xz. Untrue Accuſations. 2. Untrue Hiſtorical Citations. 
3- Fallatious Reaſonihgs. That Learned Doftor had propound- 
ed ſeveral Conceſſions to be made for the Eaſe of Diſſenters, (nat 
- without the Conſent and Direftion of bu Superiours, as I have 
been informed) 'all which Mr. B. rejefts, ſaying, That the Bene- 
fit would redound ſibi 8 ſuis ; n0t reaching our Neceſſities, p. 21. 
of the Second Defence. I cannot omit what an ingenious Perſon 
writes in his Defence of Dr. Stillingfleet, which may ſerve tg re- 
tort this Refleion, p. 68. I will tell Mr. B. a Secret-which I © 
have heard, but hope he ill not put me to prove it ; That the. 
Parliament made good Laws, che Papiſts; out of pretended 
Reverence to: Tender. Conſciences;, hindred the Excution 
of them: and-ſome -Leading Fanaticks (to ſay no more )- 
had private. Incouragement; to-ſet up a mighty Cry of Per- 
' ſecution, . to caſt all the Odiam on a Perſecuting Church, 
and Dioceſan Canoneers. bi the Tear 1681, was printed an 
Apology for the Non-conformiſt Miniſters, to juſtifie their Preach- 
ing contrary to Law" the Book is direted to the Right Reverend 
Bſbops of London, Lincoln, Hereford, Garlile, St. David's, 
and Peterborough, and others, of their Moderation , which 
he calls our beſt ' Biſhops: But with what Reverence and Mode- 
ration doth the Author Treat them? P.233. We Humbly lay 
theſe Petitions at your Feet, and'beſeech you, for the Souls-. 
of. many Hundred Thouſands, that you who call yourſelves 
Fathers and Paſtors of the Church, will notdeny them the- 
Bread of Life : We befeech you to come out of your Pala- 
ces, and .be familiar with the People, and dwell in ſome 
Country Village, as we have done, that you may not ſee ma-- 
ny Hundred Thouſands Damned by-your means, and you 
have nothing to ſay, when it is too late, bnt a -07-Putarum,.. 
- that the inſtances of the obduration-of Pharoab, and the : 
Phariſees, make you not afraid, leſt the Wrath of God come 
upon youto the utmoſt, while you pleaſe not God, and are-: 
contrary toallMen; forbidding Chriſt's Labourers to preactr: 
to.the Tgnorant- and Impenitent, that they may be _ - 2 
33s h 1.T be. . 
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1 Theſſ; 2.15. O that God would make them ſenſible how 

many- thouſand perſons Damnation is like-to be charged 
upon them for what they have already done, theſe ſeven- 
teen Years, hindring ſo many Faithful Miniſters : I muſt 

profeſs, if ir were the laſt word I ſhould: ſpeak, in the 

World, that I had rather be the baſeſt Scavenger, yea, and 

ſuffer many Deaths, than be found at the Judgment-Seat of 

Chriſt, in the Place and Guilt of thoſe of -you (the beſt and 

not moderate Pithops, &c.) who have done what is done 

2gainſt the Goſpel and Church of Chriſt in this Land. b 

p.236. the Author oppoſeth this Queſtion in behalf of the Biſhops, 

Why do I write all this to you ( Biſhops, ) and not to. his 

Majeſty and the Parliament? 1 arfwer, It is not them, nor 

any of their Laws and Actions, which in all this Book, I 

intend to ſpeak againſt— Yer the whole deſign of the Book 

24s to Fuſtifie the Preaching of Non-conformiſts contrary to Law. 

. Snd p.104- he ſays, No Biſhops have Silenced us by Spiritu- 
al Government, that we know of, but only as Barons by the 
Secular Laws, to which they gave their Votes ; and (he ac- 
knowledgeth) all did not. Theſe Contradifions cannot be recon- 
ciled : And it was no leſs then a Spirit of Contradifions that 
wrought -in the hearts of fuch Men as thus oppoſed themſelves to 
the Eff abliſhment made by the Parliament, notwithſtanding the 
many Alteraticns then made in the Liturgy and Rubricks,and the 
Reaſons given for them in the Preface before the Common-Pray- 
er, and- the Diſcourſe concerning Ceremonies, which there fol- 
lows. And becauſe the farther Conceſſions oppoſed by that Learn- 
ed Dr. Stillingfleet, may give ſome ſatufattion to the Reader, 
how willing-the Church -was to propoſe Terms of Reconciliation, 
I bave here ſet them down, that it may appear alſo, how unrea- 
ſonably they were deſpiſed by the Men of that Generation : And 
that this Doctor may not ſtand alone, or be thought to propoſe hs 
own Sentiments only, T ſhall juyn with him the Reverend Dean 
of Canterbury, in a Sermon preach'd at the York-ſhire Fea#t, 
Anno 1679, p. 28. Though it was not for private Perſons 
( ſays he) to undertake in matters of publick Concernment, 
yet I have no cauſe to doubt, but the: Governours. of our 
* Church (notwithſtanding all the Advantages, and Autho- 
rity too, Which are on their ſide) were perſons .of that Pi- 
ety and Prudence, that for Peace ſake, and in order to a 
firm Union among Proteſtants, they would be _ 
. | that 
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that would do it, not to inſiſt upon little things, but to yield 
them up, whether-to the Infirmity or Importunity, or per- 
haps in ſome very few things to the plauſible Exceptions. of 


, thoſe who differed from them. Dy. Sherlock makes up' a 


Triumvirate, after whom T ſhall not need, though I could mention 
many Auxiliaries, mm a Sermon preached before the Lord-Mayor, 
Novemb. 1688. We have reaſon-to hope, that the Church 
of England, which at the beginning of the Reformation, 
took ſuch prudent care not to offend the Papilts in going 
farther from chem than was neceſſary, will, whenever ic 
is likely to do good, condeſcend to a great deal farther than 
it is neceflary to Reform, to meet the Diilſenters; for while 
the External Decency, Gravity, and Solemnity of Worſhi 5 
is ſecured, no wiſe and good Man will think mich 
change a changeable Ceremony, when it. will h2al th: 
Divitions and Breaches of the Church : And ler us all hear- 
tily pray to God, that there may be this good and peace- 
able Diſpoſition of Mind'in all Conformiſts and Non-con- 
formiſts cowards a happy Reunion. And all conſice-ing 
Men will think it time tolay aſide ſuch liccle Diſputes, when. 
it is not meerly the Church of England, nor-any particular 
Set of Proteſtants, whoſe Ruine is aimed ar, but the whole. 


Proteſtant Faith. 


And to evidence that this was the Sence of the Governours of 
our Church; the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with his Six Bre- 
thren, did declare, in their Petition to the late King, That they 
did not refuſe to diſtribute and publiſh his Declaration fe r 
Liberty of Conſcjence, for any want of due Tendernels 
to Diſſenters, in relation to whom they- were willing to- 
come to ſach a Temper, as ſhould' be thought fic, when. 
that matter ſhould be conſidered and ſetked in Parliament 
and Convacation. : 

_ And in the Articles commended to the Biſhops of his Province, 
and their Clergy, be Exhorts, That they walk in Wiſdom to- 
wards them that are not of our Communion ; and if there 
be in their Pariſhes any _ſuch, that they negle& not fre- 

uently to confer with them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
ecking by all good ways and means to gain: them to our 
Communion ; more eſpecially, that they have a very ten- 
der regard to our Brethren the Proteſtant Diſſenters, that 
upon occaſion offered, they viſit them at their Houſes, and 

| | receive 


Opinion freely and impartially ; and that, 
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'Teceive them kindly at their own, and: treat them- fairly | 
where-ever they meet them, perſwading them, if -it ma 

be, to a full Compliance with our Church, ' or at leaft, 
that whereunto we have already attained, we may afl walk 
by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame Thing ; and in or- 


_ der hereunto, that they take all opportunities of aſſuring 


.and convincing them, that the Biſhops of this Church are 
really and ſincerely irreconcileable tothe Errours, Supertti- 
tions, Idolatries, and Tyrannies of the Church of Rome; 
and that they warmly and moſt affectionately exhort them 
to joyn- with us in daily fervent Prayer to the God of 
Peace, for an univerſal bleſſed Union of all the Reformed 
Churches, at home and abroad » opinit our common Ene- 
mies, and that all they who confeſs the Holy. Name of our 
DearLord, and agree in the Truch of his Holy Word; ma 
alſo meet in one Holy Communion, and live in perf; 
Unity and Godly Love. And it « well known, that many 
Miniſters in the City and Country, were accounted Trimmers, and 
threatned to be Proſecuted a becauſe they refuſed to Pre- 
ſent and Proſecute their Diſſe ing Neighbours : So that both the 
Biſhops, and others of the Eft abliſhed Clergy, have been alway 
ready to Sacrifice their private Peace and IntereFF, to the publick 
Welfare. | 


The Reverend Dean of S:.Parit's Propoſal: , Or Terms of Union, be- 
twixt the Church of England, and the Tyſſenters : Taken out 
bis Preface to the Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, p. 81,82, 83, 
B4, 85, 86, 87,88, 89, 90, 91,92, 93, 94- are a followath: 
Quef. Is there nothing to be done for Diſſenting Prote- 


ſtants, who agree with us in all Docrinal Articles of 'our 
Chitrch; and only {craple the uſe of a few Ceremonies, and 


' ſome late Impoſitions ? Shall theſe Differences ſtill be con- 


tinued, when they may be ſo eaſily removed, and ſo many 
uſeful Men encouraged, and taken into the Confticution:? 
Do we value a few Indifferent Ceremonies, and ſore late 
Declarations, and doubtfal Expreſſions, beyond the Satisfd- 


tion of Meris Gonlciences, and the Peace and Stability. of 


this Church ?: = 2 
As to this material Queſtion, T ſhall crave leave ta deliver my 
wy p 'F ” 404 Sh fs aw; 
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FACE. 
1 T; 1th | be "People; the Terms of whoſe 
Union 3h" 9s," & uchropledged By bur Brethren to be ſo much 
tufier than" their own. © But theſe are of two ſorts: = 

-" I, Some allowthe uſe of the Licurgy, but ſay they can- 
not joynin Communion with 'us, becauſe the participation 
- of the Sacraments hath ſuch*Rites and Ceremonies annex- 
ed to jt,” which chey think unlawful; . and therefore, cill 
theſe be removed, or left indifferent, they dare not joyn 
with us in or gr or the Lord's Supper; becauſe in the 
one the Croſs is uſed, and in the other Kneeling is requi- 

red. As to theſe I anſwer, © oy” 

. *'( x.) Upon the moſt diligent Search I could make into theſe 
things, I find no good ground for any ſcruple of Conſcience, as to 
the uſe of theſe Ceremonies; and" as little as any as to the Sign 
of the Croſs, as it i uſed in our Church; notwithſtanding all the 
noiſe that hath been made about its being.a New Sacrament, and 
1] know hot what; bat of this at large im the following Trea- 
i/C. 3 | : 
J (2:) I ſee no ground for the Peoples Separation from other 
Ads of Communien, on the account of ſome Rites they [ſuſpect to be 
unlawful : And eſpecially when the uſe of ſuch Rites is none of 
their own AF, as the Crols in Baptiſm 4 na; and when ſuch 
an' Explication is annexed concerning the intention of Kneeling at 
the Lord's Supper, as #s #n The Rubtick after the Commu: 
Nion. DG taibieg EIS 7} LT 367 3 | 
( 3-) porn mms | becauſe" the uſe of Sacrametits' in a 
Chriſtian Church, o«ghr to be rbe' moſt free from all Exception;, 
and. they ought to be fo Adminiſtred, as ratherto invite thas diſ- 
courage ſcrupulous Perſons ed with them: I do think it 
would be apart of Chriſtian Wiſdom: ani Condeſcention in the 
Governour's of our Church, to remove thoſe Bars from a freedom 
in joyning in full Communion with us. Which may ay tot, either 
by wholly taking away theSign of the Croſs; or if that may give 
off ence to others, by confining the uſe of it to the publick Admini- 
ſtration of Baptiſm, * or by leaving it nd 


tferent, 2s the Parents 
defire it. . As to Kneeling at the Lord's'Supper,' ſouce ſome Po- 


'ſture is neceſſary, and many Devout Prople [cruple any other, and 
'rhþe-Primitive Church did rm Ancient times receive it in the 
Poſt ure' of Adoration, -there w no reaſon to take ths away, even 
-in Parochial Churches ; provided; that thoſe who ſcruple Kneel- 
-ing; dv. Feceive it -with — Offence to” others, and rather 
Fw Standing 


The PREFACE 


$ erg, than Sittug, b the farmer # # oft-ugr ; the- 
| pradiice of Anti with, "on Ko r Needine” Ref? efar id orion 
As to the Surplice in Þ. Churches, . 3:2 .not of that 


conſequence as to _bear.a po arg 19.4 PE or other 5 and. a-to. Ca. 
thedral Churches, there.ys no, rare OS : But there- 


s another thing which ſeems. tp he, (of \late 
of Godt Ls Pond wp 


tiſm, viz. Vhe uſe . 


cludin the Parents. Pio ary :1 do pat gu t-the Pru- 
fice. T our Charch ma),be jnſtsped, (a5 1 EIT gg towards 
the end of the following Treatiſe ) yet Lſee 229 neceſſity of of adhering 
ſo ſtrifily to the Cannon herem, but that 8 little Alteration may 
prevent theſe Scruples, either by permitting the Parents to Jo | 
with the Sponſors ; or by the, Parents WA ay defring the, Spay 
ſors to repreſent them in off ering the. eg 20: ils or 9p w/e 
leemis moſt agreeable to Reaſon, that the Parents offer the Chadto 
Baptiſm, and then the Sponſors perform the Covenanting park, re- 
preſenting the Child; Kg” the Charge after Bapriſm be given in- 
common t0 the Parents and Sponſors. 

Theſe things being WY 2a 1 fee no obſtruttion remaingn nds. 
a full Union of the Body of. ſuch Diſſenters with as, in $ Abs 
of Divine Worſhip, and, Chriſtian, Communion, as do not re- 
je all Communion with us unlawful. 

2. But becauſe there are.many of thoſe who are hecome zealous | 
Proteſtants, and.plead- muſh their Communiog. with, ps ig - 
Faich and Dog en although they cannot j oy with-ys in - 
Worſhip, becauſe they: deny the Lawfulneſs of They Bot | 
and the right Conſticution of our Churches ; Their. cafe 
deſerves ſome conſideration, whether, und how far they are cepable . 
of being made. ſerviceghle to the common ee and to the __ ! 
port T the troghew Reiciee among . hi. by 
_ To:their Cale 1. nſwer,. 

_ Firſt, That @ general unlimiced. FEES 40. Diſtealing ; 
Proteſtants, willow bring Confuſion among us, and in the nd , 
Popety, 4s 1 have ſhewed already; and. a Suſyenfion of all the - 
Penal Laws that relate .to if > Y the Ray Sas __ 
boundle(s Toleration. - 
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ant: Limitations, as may prevent the Miſchief which may eaſily 
follow uhorr it : For ro Putg Meetings ave' a perpetual pot. 
ro owr Churches, by their diclarind, "Fhat our Churches are no 
tae Churches; char our manner of Worſhip is untawfal ; 
art] char* onr Church-Government is Antichriſtian ; and 
that on theſe accounts they ſeparate from us, and Worſhip 
Gott'by themſelves. Bur if ſuch a Inditlgence be thought fir 
ro be' granted, 1 bumbly-offer theſe things to Conſideration. © © 

I.. That none be permitted to enjoy the priviledge of it, who do 
not declare, That they do hold Communion with our Chur- 
ches to be Untawful. Far it ſeems unreaſonable to allow it to 
others,- and will give Countenance to endleſs and cauſeleſs Separa- 
_ F107I8e 

2. That all who enjoy it, beſides taking the Tell againſt Po- 
pery, do ſubſcribe the Thirty Six Arcicles of our Faith, becauſe 
the | por of this Liberty, z joyning with us in Points of Faith 
and this may more probably prevent Papilts getting in among (t 
rhers. | 0 
3. That all ſuch as enjoy it, muſt declare the particular Con- 
greyations they are of, and enter their Names before ſuch Cora- 
miffioners as ſhall be Authorized for that purpoſe ; that ſo this 
nay be no-pretence for Idle, Looſe, and Prophane Perſons, . never 
going tv any Church at all. 

. That both Preachers and Congregations be liable to ſevere 
Penalties, if they uſe any bitter or reproachful words, either in Ser- 
mons or Writings, againff the Effabliſhed Conſtitution of our Chur- 
ches ; becauſe they deſire only the freedom of their own Conſciences ; 
and the uſmg this Liberty, will diſcover it is not Conſcience, but a 
turbalent fattious Humoar, which makes them ſeparate jrom our 
Communion. MF, | | 

5- That all indulged Perſons be particularly obliged to pay all 
legal Daties to the Parochial Churches, ( leff meer Covetouſneſs 
tempt Mien to run among them) and no Perſons ſo indulged, be 
capable of any Publick Office. It not being reaſonable that ſuch 
ſhould be traſted with Government, who look upon the Worſhip E- 
ftebliſhed by Law as Unlawful. | 

6. 'T hat no other Penalty be laid on ſuch indulged Perſons, but 
that of Twelve Pence a Sunday for their abſence from their Pa- 
rochial Churches, . 2bich ought to be duly Collefed for the Uſe 

the Poor, and cannot be complained of as any heavy Burthen, 


eonfidering the Liberty they do enjoy by it. 
| D 2 7. That 
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7- That the Biſhops, as Viſitors. appainted. by Law, bave an 
exatt Account given tothem, of the Rule of ther Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline, and of all rhe Perſgrs belenging to the indulged Con- 
gregations, with their Qualities and Places of , Abode; and that 
none be admitted a Member of any ſuch Congregation without ac- 


quainting their Viſitor with it, that ſo means may be uſed to pre-, 


went their leaving '«ur Communion, by giving ſegetie to 
their ſcruples. This Power of the Biſhops cannot be ſcrupled by 
them, ſince herein they are conſidered as Commiſlioners appainted 
by Law. | f EY 
: 8. That no indulged Perſons preſume under ſevere Penalties to. 
breed up Scholars, or to teach Gentlemens Sons Univerſity-Learn- 
ing ; becauſe ths may be juſtly looked on as a deſign to propagate. 
Schiim to Poſterity, and is lay a Foundation for the diſturbance 
of future Generations. 
II. 2 to the Cale of the Ejeted Miniſters, I have theſe 
things to offer : | | (0 
I. That bare Subſcription of the Thirty Six Articles concern- 
ing Do&rinal Points, be wot allowed as ſufficient to qualifie any 
Man for a Living, or any Church-preferment, for theſe Rea- 
ons. 
Firſt, 4ny Lay-man upon theſe Terms may not only be capable 
of a Living, but may take upon him to Adminiiter the Sacra- 
ments ; which was never allowed in any well-conſtituted Church 
in the Chriſtian World. And ſuch anallowance among us,* in- 
ſtead of ſetling and uniting us, will immediately bring things in- 
zo great Contuſion, and give mighty Advantage to the Papiits a- 
gainſtour Church. And we have reaſen to fear, a Deſign of 
ths Nature, under a pretence of Union of Proteſtants,.tends to 
the Sibverſion of this Church, and throwing all things into 
Confuſion, which at Iaft wiil end in. Popery. _ + .. 
Secondly, Thi will bring a Faction into the Church, which 
will more endanger it than External Oppoſition. For ſuch Men will. 
come in Triumphantly, having beaten down Three of the Thirty. 
Nine Articles; end being in Legal Poſſeſſion of their Places, will 
be ready to defie and contems het who ſubmitted to-the reſt, and 
zo glory in their Conqueſts, and draw followers after them, as the 
Vittorious Confeſſors againſt Prelacy and Ceremonies. And car 


they imagine thoſe of the Church of England will ſee the Repu- - 


zation of the Church, or their own, to ſuffer ſo much, and'not 
appear in their own Vindication? Things are not come to that. 


paſs, 


wh AH 
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paſs, nar. will they ſuddenly be, that the Friends of the Church 
of England will be either affaid, or aſhamed to own her Cauſe. 
We ds heartily and ſincerely. deſire Union with our-Brethren, if it 
may be had on juſt and reaſonable Terms ; but they muſt-not think, 
that we will groe up the Cauſe of the Church for it, /o as to 


condemn. its Conſtitution, or wake the Cgremonies unlawful, 


which have been hitherto obſerved and praiſed in it. If any Ex- 


 pedient can be found out for the eaſe of other Mens Conſciences, with- 


out reflecting on our own ; if they.can be taken in without reproach- 
&r diſhonour to the Reformation of rhe Church, 1 hope no true 
Son of the Church of England will oppoſe it. But if the Deſign 
be to bring them in as a FaCtion, tobridle and controul the E-- 
piſcopal Power, . by ſerring up Forty. Biſhops in a Dioceſs again? 
One; if it be for them totrample upon the Church of England, 
and net ſubmit to its Oider and Government «pon fair and 
moderate Terms, let them not call ths a Deſign of Union, but. 
the giuing Law to a Party to oppoſe the Church of -England.. 
And what the ſucceſs of this will be, let wiſe Men judge: 

Thirdly, If 4 Subſcription to Thicty Six Articles were [uf- 
ficient by the Statute 13 Eliz. C. 12. I do not underftand how by, 
wvertue of that Statute a. Manu bound publickly to read the Thirty. 
= Articles in the Lo and = ogg of his Sub-. 
cription, on pain of bzing deprived pſo fa#o, 
if he do not. "the the. L. Ch. £7 Coke rg = Tos - 
That Subſcription to the 39 Article are re- rcp 
quired - by force of the A&t of Pailiament , 13 Fl:z. 
c, 12. And he adds, That the Delinquent is diſabled and 
deprived ip/o fafo; and that a conditional Subſcription to. 
them was not ſufficient, was reſolv'd by all the Judges in - 
England. But how. a Man ſhould be deprived iplo facto for not 
Subſcribing, and . Reading the 39 Articles, as appears by the. 
Caſes mentioned in.Coke, and yer be required only to ſubſcribe to. 
36, by the ſame Statute, is a thing too hard for me to conceive. 

2. 'But notwithſtanding ths, if any temper can befound out, as: 
zo. the manner of Subſcription, that may give eaſe to the Scru- 
ples of our Brethren, and ſecure the Peace of the Church, the de-- 
{red Union may be attained without that apparent Dan:er of 
mncreaſmng the Fattions among us. | | 

And this I ſuppoſe may be done, by an abſolute Subſcription to 


8] thoſe Articles which. concern the Doctrine of the true ( hri- 


 ſftian Faith, andthe Uſe of the Sacraments; and @ ſolemn. 


Promiſe _ 


Promiſe under their hand, or Subfcriprion' of pextceable 
Submiſſion 3 as to the reſt, ſo as not ro oppoſe or contraditF them, 
either in Preaching or Writing; upon the ſame Penalty,. as if 
= bad not ſubſcribed to the 36. Which may be a mort pro- 
bable means to keep the Church in quiet, than forcing a more 
rigorous Subſcription upon them, or leaving them at their full 
tUberty. 
LU ro the other Sublcription required, 1 Jac. to the 4 Ar- 
ticles. The firſ# zs provided for by the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy. The third the ſame with the Subſcription 
zo the 29 Arcicles. And as to the Second, about the Book of 
Common Prayer, &c. It ought to be conſidered; 
(1. ) Whether, for the ſarufaBtion of the Scrupulous, ſome more 
doubtful and obſcure paſſages may not yet be explained or amended ? 

Whether the New Trarila 
be u'ed, at leaft in Parochial Churches ? Pherher Portions of 
Canonicat Scripture ere not better put inſtead of Apocrypha 
Leſſons ? Whether the Rubrick about Salvation of Infants, might 
20t be reftored toits former place, inthe Office of Gonfirmation, 
and ſothe preſent Exceptions againſt it be removed ? Whether thoſe 
Expreſſions which ſuppoſe the ſtrict Exerciſe of Diſcipline, in Bu- 
rying the Dead, were not better left at liberty in our preſent Caſe? 
Such a Review made by Wiſe and Peaceable Men, not giver 
to Wrath and Diſputing, may be ſo far from being a diſhonour 
to this Church, that-it may add to the Glory of it. 

. (2.) Upon ſuch a Review, whether it be not great Reaſon 
that all Perſons 2ho Officiate in the Church, be not only tied to a 
conſtant Ule of it in all publick Offices, ( as often as they ad- 
miſter them ) which they. ought in Perſon frequently to do; but 
70 declare at their firſt entrance upon a Parochial Charge, their 
Approbation of the Uſe of it, after their own Reading of it, 
that ſo the People may not ſuſpeF them to carry on a Fattions De- 
ſign, under an outward pretence of Conformity to the Rules of 
the Church they live in. © | 

( 3.) Whether ſuch a ſolemn Uſing the Liturgy, and Appro- 
bation and Promile of the Ule of it, may not be ſufficient, m- 
ftead of the late Form of declaring their Afſent, and Conlent, 
which hath been ſo much [crupked by our Brethren ? M 

Theſe are all the things which appear to me reaſonable to be al- 
lowed in order to an Union, and which I ſuppoſe may be granted 


without detriment or diſhoncar to onr Ghnrch. There are other ' 


things 


tion of the Plalms were not fitter to . 
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- things very defirable towards the happineſs and flouriſhing of 


tbxs Church ; ax the exerciſe of Diſcipline # Parochial Char- 
ches, in 4.due ſubordimation to the Biſhop ; the Reforming the 
Ecctefiaſtical Courts 2s to Excommunication, without preju- 
dice to the excellent Profeſſion of the Civil Law ; the Building of 
more \Churches in great Pariſhes, e/ecially about the City of 
London: the retrenching Pluralities ; the ſtrifinss and ſolem- 


zity of Orcdinations ; the making a Book of Canons ſuitable 


to thus Ape, for the better Regulating the Converſations of the 


Clergy. Such things as theſe, might facilitate our Union, and | 
wake our Church in ſpight of all its Enemies become a Praile in - 


the whole Earth. | 

But with what ' Ingenuity. were theſe Conceſſims received? 
They were thrown back in their faces with a tibi. 8 ſuis , let 
them keep them to themſelves ; froward Children ence. gotten in- 
to.a peeviſh Humoar, thouyh they crave many things, and their 
indulgent Parent grants them-all that they orave, yet '2vill they 


. wot. be quaeted with any thing ; and the longer they bave been this 


iniulged, the more futtiſh they grew-: and it often comes to paſ, 


that fuch as endeavour to reconcile ſuch Children to their Pa-. 
rents, are lookt on as their Enemies ; which 3s the- common Fate - 


of all Arbitraters, 2»ho though they be indifferently choſen by the 


contending Parties, and do with their utmoft Diſcretion and * 


Afoderation, agree .m an wpartial Determination, in hope to © 
pleaſe both Parties, yet-are they fare 10 difpleaſe one, if not both ; 


yet better it is ſo to do, than to permit them inceſſantly to vex one-- 


another by their unreaſonable and perpetual Contentions. 
But I hope that thoſe ſevere Correttions which we ourſelves oc- 


cafioned to each other, have abated this petulant Humeur, and - 


beaten ms into better Manners, and taught us more Diſcretion ; 
or at len#?, that the ſence which we all lately had, and the pro- 


ſpect which we ſtill bawve before ws, of being utterly undone; and - 
of. loſing thoſe ineſtimable Subſtances of our Religion, Laws, and - 
Liberties, while we contend only about Shadows, have reduced all 
Parties to more peaceable Inclinations ; and that m_ agreed to: 


refer the Matters in difference- to equal Arbitrators, 
chojce, who have allo agreed on ſuch an Umpire as bath a tender: 
Concern for the Satufattion and Welfare of us all, we will with 
bumble and hearty Submiſſion, acquieſce in their Determination— 


JJ OUY OWN. . 


Wherefore if it ſhall pleaſe our Legiſlators, by the Method: propoſed, . 
o7. any other, which to them, by the aſſiſtance of a Convocation, . 


ſhall 
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ſhall ſeem convenient, to give eaſe to Tender Conſciences, I am per- 
{waded that the Miniſters of the Church would readily and glad. 
ly embrace ſuch as ſhall Conform, and give them the right hand 
of Fellowſhip. And I hope, that although ſome men have for- 
merly, hen they had Toleration and Indulgences granted them 
(not for their ſake, ſo much as for the Deſtrution of the Church, 
(as I hope they now perceive) and by the Mediation, and for the 
Advantage of Popery) rejefted ſuch Propoſals with a "kind of 
Scorn, jet now at, length, after all the Hazards that by GO D's 
great Mercy we have eſcaped, all ſuch perſons as have any Mode- 
ration and peaceable Principles, or any Sence of the Danger where- 
in the Proteſtant Cauſe now ſtands, will heartily joyn in the Com- 
munion of the Church, to increaſe her Numbers and ſtrengthen 
her Hands, that ſo, under the Condutt of our Religious and Au- 
ſpicious Soveraigns, ſhe may ſtill ſtand as an Impregnable Bul- 
work, againſt all the Attempts of our Implacable Enemies, and a 
Terrour to all that bear evil will to Sion. 

I ſhall only add the Advice of the Lord Bacon , That when 
many good Laws are made, there will need one great one 
more for the putting of thoſe in Execution. | 


The following Treatiſe was penned ſome Years ſince, when it 
was not thought ſo ſafe to Print it, as it may be ſeaſonable 
now, to inform the Reader of the Moderation of the Church 

of England, and to perſwade to a Union with it. 


pO 
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re Tn ne 
Casetof PrrsECUTION, 
| Charg'd on the 
Church of England, 
Confider'd and Diſcharg'd,cc. 


F TER the many frivolous and falſe Accu. 
{ations charged on the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
(vis) of Superſtition and Popery, by Fana- 

| ticks, and of Schiſm and Hereſy, by the Pa- 

pies, the oppoſite Fationsdid apree tocharge 
her with the horrible Crime of Perſecution: A Calumny 

{od vehemently imputed, that they doubt not but it will fa- 

ſten on her, and make ignorant, credulous and prejudiced , 

perſons believe, that ſhe is as guilty as St. Paul was thought + 

ro-be, when the Viper which aroſe out of the fire at 24e/;- 

:#, faſtned on his hand, which made the Inhabicants con- 

clude, that he was a Murtherer, A#s.28. 3. 

But if we have the patience w loovk: on a while, we ſhall 
ſee it fall off, without doing her any harm, and we may 
hope, that che impartial Reader will pronounce her not 
guiley ; for though many Witneſſes joyn in the general 
Accuſation, yer if they are particularly and ſeverally exa- 54 
mined, they will confute each other ;. tor if the Proteſtant 
Diflenters be: asked, whether the. Church of ©»p/and hath 

ted the Papilts, they are teady to anſwer Np; but 
ſhe hath complied with them much more than they them- 
ſelves would have done. . Andif I be asked,; _ 
| | ther 
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ther the Church of Englend have dealt too ſeverely with the 
other Diſlſenting Factions, they will anſwer No; but they 
have been more indulgent-to them, than any of their Per- 
= ſwaſion, in the like circumſtance with the Church of Eng- 
land, would have done. And the Church may Appeal to ' 
any of her Acctſers, whether if they had power over her, 
» 5 they would got deal more ſeverely with her, then ever ſhe 
dealc with them. 
And evident it is, that the Church hath always been on 
the ſuffering ſide; the diſagreeing Factions ſtill ſtrugling for 
ti | the Pre eminence over the Church, as well as over each 
: other; ſo that the Church hath been ſtill grinded by the 
} | two oppoſite Factions, as between ewo Mill-ſtones, the one 
: - being ſometime uppermoſt and ſometime the other, . but 
bo:h of them conſpiring and acting for her Deſtruction ; 
though now they cry out of a Perſecution only becatiſe 
- they cannot perſecute as when they were in power, for I 
doubt not but our Diſſenters will acknowledge, that when 
the Papiſts were in power, as in the Marian days, their lit- 
tle finger was heavier then the Churches Iloines: And if the 
Searies had been ſetled, the Papifſts would not haye had 
more gentle Lords; and though they agree ſcarce in any 
thing elſe, yet as St. Auguſtine on Pſal. 36. obſerves, .Tunc in- 
j > 00 F concordant mals cum in perniciem juſti conſpirant non quia 
| ſe invicem amant ſed quia eum 'qui amandus erat mutuo oderept. 
Juſtly therefore might the Church complain as Eraſmus 
did in an Epiſtle co the Biſhop of Rocheſter, Triplex ſuſtineo 
certamen, &c. T undergo a threefold Conflic, Firſt againſt 
thoſe Pagan Romaniſts which wretchedly envy. me ; ſecond- 
ly, with ſome Jeſuits, Prieſts, and Monks who move every 
| ” ia to deſtroy me ; thirdly, with ſuch implacable Seaa- 
8 ries as think they can never riſe but by my Ruine. 
- But through the ſingular providence of God, which hath a 
| often and wonderfully appeared for her preſervation againſt 
many ſecrert Plots and open Aſſaules of her Enemies, ſhe 


may ſay as the Pſalmi#, Pſal. 124. 2, 3. If it bad not been the 
Lord who was on our fide, when men roſe up again#t ms, they 
| - bad fwallowed us quick, when their wrath as kindled again#t 
: | #s. And as Pſal. 129. 2. Many a time have they affiifted me 
| from my youth, yet hawe they not prevailed againiF me. : 
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_ T ſhall not now inſiſt onthe ſeveral Accuſations charg- 
ed on the Church, reſerving them for a Second Part, 
wherein I ſhall Hiſtorically conſider matters of Fac, one- 
" Iy take a taſte how bitter they are-in theſe Expreſſions : 
Father Parſons, ſpeaking of the Government of Queen E. 
lizabeth, ſaith, Where are now the old Tyrants, Nero, Decius, 
Diocleftian, Maxentius, and other Perſecutors.of the Chriſtians ? 
Where are Genſerik aud Hunricus, with the Arian Hereticks ? 
As.if that moderate Queen had been a greater Perſecutor 
than any of them. No ſooner was Queen Elizabeth come to 
the Crown, ({aith another) and ſetled the Church of England, 
but ſhe enatted thoſe bloudy Laws to Hang, Draw, and Quarter 
the Prieſt s of the Living God. And 1 defie any man (ſaith a- 
nother) to inſtance a greater Perſecution, than that of Proteſtants 
again#t Catholicks. Fhus the Papiſts. 

And the other Accuſers are not leſs ſharp ; our Govern- 
ment decried as Popiſh and Antichriſtian, and our Licurgy 
as the Maſs, our Biſhops as Wolves and Tyrants, Thorns - 
and Thiſtles, and Milicary Inftruments of the Devil, our 
Laws taring Engines, the Clergy are repreſented as a com- 
pany of lying, perjured, and perſecuting Villains : And 
hencethe Land is filled with thoſe loud Celeuſmate*s, which 
ſummons all hands to pull down the Church, and lay it 
even with the ground ; and pitty it is, but that Church 
which is ſo,great a Canibal, were ſo dealt with. 


| T ſhall therefore enquire , Firſt, What Perſecution is. 


And, 
Secondly, Whether the Church of England is guilty of 
Perſecution. —— | 


And'by the Church I mean, in a fſtri& ſence, the Cler- 


gy of England, againſt whom, 1 ſuppoſe, the Objection is 
intended, and not the whole. Body of the Nation. Firſt, 
then, _ b- 

Perſecution is a malicious Vex 
Men for Righteouſneſs ſake ; for 
* Godly in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſuffer Per 
tires de Mortibus Perſecatorum ({aith), Qs niſi malus juſtitiam 
perſequitur ? As none but a wicked Man perſecutes the 

| | E 2 Righteous 


(tion, and puniſhing of 
is only they thac live 
tion: for as Latian- 


By GW OSS. 
27S 


(4) 2 
; Righteous, fo none but the Righteous do ſuffer Perſecuti- 
on. To this purpoſe ſpeaks St. Peter, 'Epifk x. ch. 4, v. ro 
Let none of you a as @ murtherer, or as a thief, or as an evil. 
doer, or-as a buſy-body mm other mens matters: For if any be 
juſtly puniſhed for his Faults, it is correion and not perfe: 
cution ; it is the cauſe not the ſuffering that inticles men 
to Martyrdom and Perſecution : For what glory is it, faith 
- St. Peter, if when ye are buſfeted for-your faults, ye ſhall-take it 
patiently ? but if when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it pa: 
 riently 5 this & acceptable with God, 1 Pet.2: 20. By theſe two 
qualifications, the Complainers may judge of themſelves; / 
or becauſe every man is apt to be partial in his own caſe, 
others may judge of them, whether they are truly perſecu- - 
ted or not; for if they have been puniſhed for diſobeyitig 
any Law of God, or of the King, that is not contrary to 
_ the Law of God, in which caſe the Law of God obligeth 
them to obey the King, not only for fear of wrath, but al- 
ſo for conſcience ſake; this is not to ſuffer for well-doing, 
and therefore cannot be called Perſecution : Wherefore it 
hath been well obſerved, that before the Blefling pronoun- 
cet} to thoſe that are perſecuted. our Saviour ( doth not 
only add for Righteouſneſs ſake, but) prefixeth thoſe other 
qualifications of being poor in ſpirit, of mourning and meek- 
neſs, of bungring and thirſting after righteouſneſs, ot. wats (91-4 
and purity im heart, and peace-making ; and to ſuch only be- 
longs. the Blefling: Matth. 5. 12. Great « your reward in. hea- | 
very. But to ſuffer as Buſy-bodies in other mens matters, a- | 
gainſt Laws well eſtabliſhed for Decency and Order, ac- | 
cording to the Apoſtles Imjunion', to draw down: and 
provoke the wrath of our Superiours on our heads, for 
Diſobedience to ſuch things, as they have authority by che 
Laws of God and Men to injoyn, this is not to ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs. . 
And for what cauſe ſoever it be that a man ſuffers, he 
ought by the next qualification to take it patiently, (4: e.) 
not to murmur or repine, not' to reſiſt and ſeek revenge; or 
endeavour by 'any unlawful means-to- transfer the Croſs 
from himſelf to others; but as: the Primitive-Chriftians; re- 
_ czive the fentence eyen of Death with a-Deo gratias, bleſling 
God who hath counted them - worthy to ſuffer _ his 
| ; | ke, 


og sf RO oo v Y y : N : eT m PE IE IO 
- ” F ” ide . 
6 a 
- a 


EFF +: De2 
| fake, and gwen them Grace not only to believe, but alſo 
to ſuffer for the Name-of Chriſt: For thus Chriſt: fofs 
fered for us, leaving us an exarnple that we ſhould: fob 
low his ſteps, who did no for, (there is the firſt. qualifica- 
tion, and' the-ſecond' followeth ) who: when be ws rev 
ed, reviled not again, when he. ſuffered he threatued not, but 
committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly , 1 Pet. 2. 
21, &c. This is to be made conformable ro Chriſt -in 
his paſſion, and to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, blefiing them 
that curſe us, doing good to them that hate us, praying 
for them that: perſecate us ,, which. as none but the 
Chriſtian Religion reacheth , ſo none but ſuch as- pra- 
Rice it, are truly Chriſtians, Matth. 5. 44 And. thus. 
doth La#antins obſerve of. the Chriſtians in his days, 
whoſe Sufferings he deſcribes to-be extreamly cruel and . 
ſharp, yet Ne werbe quidem relutlamur ſed deo-remittimus 
ultionem. And: St. Ambroſe , Ledentibes non iraſcimur fpo- 
liantibus non reſiſtimus cadentibus non repugnamus. | 

Now if we compare either the. matter or manner of 
che Sufferings of thoſe: Primitive Chriſtians, with the AF 
flictions and: Patience. of our Modern. Se&s.,, we ſhall : 
find theſes to be more. like: pettiſh- and froward Chil- 
dren, who fancy Bugbears-to- themſelves, and by: ground- 
lefs' fears -and. crying , dilquier themſelves and others:, | 
. then like thoſe:Heroick Chriſtians: that indured the moſt - 
exquiſite Torments with invincible. patience, praying for 
their” Perſecutors:: The Stoicks behaved themtelves: with 
a-much more imitable fortitude 5; Tormenta a me abeſſe ve- 
lim- ſed'fi ſuftinenda fuerint,, ut. me fortuger animoſe honeſte pe 
ram oftabs. | | 

And thus Seneca, Placebit ci ignus per quens fides collueebit 
He would rather embrace the. Fire, than betray his Fi- 
delity. Whereas our Complainers do .by intolerable 
provocations- draw down-puniſhments-on themſelves, and 
inſtead of induring- them wich' a Chriftian-patience, ſeek .- 
. to avengethemſelves on the Infliftors: How unreaſonable 
the Conplaints of ſuch menare, will appear, if we conſider 
firft, what their Suſferings bave been, as to thematter and 
. cauſes of: theny:' Nalli: dictum. ef nega Deun incende-Tefta- 
montum Idols: Sacrifits; IK was-never: (aid to any-of _ 
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' Deny your God, or dye by the hands of an Executio: 
ner ; burn your Bibles, or we will burn you; Sacrifice 
to our Idols;-or we will Sacrifice you ; Sola furrunt ad 
pacem bortamenta nt Deus & Chriſt us ejus in unitate colere- 
tur, (as St. Auguſtine ſpeaks of the Donatifts,) They were 
only exhorted to. Worſhip God and his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
in a peaceable. Communicn with their Cuiifſtian Bre- 
thren, and to keep the Uniry of the- Spiric in twe Bond 
of Peace ; wheretore he adviſed them to confider, Pri- 
us quid feccerint deinde quod patiuntur ; Firſt what they had 
done, and chen what they did ſuffer. So ſhall | defire 
thoſe that think themſclves grieved, to conſider by what 
actions and provocations of theirs, the Penal Laws'that ' 
are-now in force, were procured; for, Ex mals moribus 
bone leges, it was the ſeditious practices of ungovernable 
Men, that gave birth to thoſe Statutes, which as the 
Preamble to thoſe that were made in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth declares, were made to retain her Majefty's Sub- 
jes in due Obedience. NRRe: 

That there is a neceſlity of fome Penal Laws for the 
reſtraint of Evil-doers, is the mature judgment of all 
Mankind, for without ſuch, every Government would 
ſoon run into confuſion.; and therefore every of the com- 
plaining Parties, .have made ſuch Laws , and inforced 
them with more ſevere Sanctions, than thoſe againſt 
whom they complain. IR 

That the making of ſuch Laws belongs to the Supreme 
Magiſtrate, according to the National Conſtitution , is 
alſo unqueſtionableg and it would be ridiculous, and 
bring Authority to contempt, to make them and not ex- 
ecute them upon ſuch as'render themſelves obnoxious by 
their diſorderly behaviour. 

St. Auguſtine in his 48th Epiſtle ſays, That it was once 
he judgment, that there was no need of Coercive Laws in 
matters of Religion, left we ſhould bawve diſſembling Catho- 
licks inſtead of open Hereticks : And therefore he thought 
' that none ſhould be compelled to the Unicy of Chritt ; 

bur on ſecond thoughts, he altered this opinion, and 
wrote a Tract, de Correttione Donatiftarum, which is ex- 
tant among his RetraFations, |. 2. wherein he aſſerts _ 
necel- 
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. neceſlity of Penal Laws, which he grounds on his own 
experience, inftancing.in the City of Hippo, whereof he 
'- was Biſhop, which notwithſtanding all his Learning and 
\ Endeavours, was over-run by the Donatiſts, 'which fer up 
ſeparate Congregations, but by the execution of ſome 
| Penal Laws, was ſo reduced to Unity, as if there had 
never been any Schiſm among them ; for as he obſerves, 
they. being firft awed by fear, were afrerward'convinced by 
truth, which they could not hear from their falſe Teacbers. 
And in his 48th Epiſtle, he appeals to them , Qus no - 
ftram non. laudat leges ab Imperatoribus adverſus Pagana Sa- 
crificia, illins quippe impietatis Capitale ſupplicium eft? (i. e.), 
Who of us doth not commend the Imperial Edidts-a- 
gainſt Heatheniſh Sacrifices, alchough the puniſhment be 
capital ? And in his goth Epi/le he afficms, the Laws - 
of the Emperours againſt thoſe Donatiſts, were a great- 
er. at -of Charity to their Souls and Bodies,-as well as. 
Piety towards:God, than the Indulgence of Fulian, which - 
was {uch- an occaſion of Impiety and Cruelty, as had-al- 
moſt deſtroyed Chriſtianity, by permitting Diviſions a- _ 
mong them ; wherefore he defites them--to conſider ;, 
Quid potias eligatis utrum correfti vivere in pace an in mali- 
tia perſeverantes falſi martyris nomine vera ſupplicia ſuſtine- 
re-contrs Petil. 1. 2. which were moſt eligible, either by 
corre&ion to live in peace, or to perſevere in malice, . 
and draw juſt puniſhments on themſelves, being deceived 
with afalſe opinion of Martyrdom and Perſecution: For as 
he truly ſays, Non perſequitur phreneticam Medicus ſed ſphrene- 
ticus medicum ; When men that are diſeaſed, grow frantick - 
and .ſo ungovernable, that they ſeek to infe& and abuſe 
others, they-that bind them'to a better behaviour, do the 
office of a Phyſitian, nota Perſecutor ; and forthe Donatifts 
did rather perſecute the Laws, than the Lawsthem : Leges 
puniendo non poſſunt quod iſt [xviendo potuerunt, Epilt: 170.” 
Nor can any reaſon be given why ſuch Laws and-Pes 
nalties ſhould not extend to ſuch as live in the Commu: - 
nion of the Church, or ſeparating from it, - pretend Con- 
ſcience for their Diſobednce ; for then all ſorts of Wick- 
edneſs might go unpuniſhed, ſeeing that fome men have” - 
pkaded Conſcience as a pretext- for the-greateſt Villa- 
_ nies. | 
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nies. Now ſeeing it pleaſed che Supreme Anthority of 
_ the Nation, «having had long experience of the Layaicy 
'and-peaceableneſs'of ſuch"as lived-an Communion with 
the-Eftabliſhed Church, to make the Conformicy of the 
Subjeas to the publick--Do&rine. and Worlkip a Teft 
of their Obedience and Loyalty to the King ; arid ha- 
ring allo obſerved, by many Years experience, that fuch 
as moved Sedition in the State, had firſt raiſed Diviſi- 
on in, or made Separation from the Church , it plea- 
ſed them to enact ſeveral Laws and Santtions for an 
'Uniformity in the Worſhip of God, as a means to pre- 
ſerve the publick peace of the State 3 which Laws being 
the Scraius conſults, the effects of the: Supreme Autho- 
rity in Parliament, wherein every Subjet by himſelf, 
or his Repreſentative, is ſuppoſed to have his Vpte, they 
cannot - be accounted the Conſtitutions of. the Church, 
any more than the Plebiſcita, or the Agreement of the 
People confirmed by the King , oh the Advice and 
Counſel of his Parliament, and thoſe Laws, which on 
ſuch folemn deliberation and general conſent were e- 
ſtabliſhed, cannot rationally be annulled as long as the 
cauſes which made the enacting of them neceilary are 
continued ; And doubtleſs, as the Papiſts will acknow- 
ledge the neceffity of them to ſuppreſs Hereſies and 
Schiſms, ſeeing there is no Nation where their Religf- 
ON is eſtabliſhed, where there are not more ſevere Laws 
and Sanctions made to ſuppreſs ſuch Miſchies, ſo all 
other Diſlenters will approve of the execution of them, 
if they are conſtant to their own principles for the 
keeping out of Popery ; and it will be an indelible Re- 
proach to them all, who have profeſſed a'-greater de- 
teſtation- of Popery than the Chureh of E-g/and, which 
they have flandered and oppoſed as if they. had too far. 
complied with the Papiſts, if they ſhould at laſt con- 
| federate with them to-take off thoſe Laws which chey 
unanimouſly conſented to.as a means to keep out -Popes 
ry ; eſpecially it being evident to all: conlidering :per- 
ſons, that when theſe Laws afe abrogated, thoſe Laws 
by which Popery was formerly eſtabliſhed will bein 


force ; and fo chey who conſent to the 'caking -awdy * 
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yet were:they-in being 


CE 
the- one,” do conſent to the eſtabliſhing of the other, 
and" ſer up Popery' by a Law. See the firſt and ſecond 


of Queen Mary 


But to return to the Vindication of the Church of 
England, from the Imputation - of Perſecution , let the 


| Reader conſider, that the Eſtabliſhed -Church Kath nei. 


ther any Power, nor any Principle that may incline her 
tO 1t. - | 


I. It hath never had any Power, the Church be- 
ing always in- its Minority , and the King being her 
Guardian, ſhe cannot ena@ any thing for her ſelf ;- her 
Courts are the King's Courts, her Convocations are cal- 
ted by the King's Writsz they cannot conſult of any o- 


\ ther Matters, bur what are propoſed by the King, nor 


make any Canons, but what are ratified by his Autho- 
rity, -nor-execute them, but by- his Warrant ; and that 
under theſe Proviſo's, that they be not againſt the King's 
Prerogative, nor againſt the Common or Statute Laws : 
And there lieth-an Appeal co the Court of Chancery, 
and the Common Law, which may grant Prohibitions 
againſt their Proceedings, and hinder the Execution of 
their Sentences; ſo that neither any Corporal Puniſh- 
ment can be infliged, nor. any Fine leavied, but by 
the Civil Magiſtrate, by whom all Penal Laws are 
executed ; ſo that if there be any. cauſe of Com- 
plaint, it is to becharged on thoſe Members of Parlia- 
ment,- which themſelves choſe to Vote for them. Nor 
ought-they- to complain of what was ated by their own 


And whoſoeveriwill duly conſider the Riſe of thoſe 


Laws, by which the-Complainers have ſuffered the great- 
eft Peadltics, willfind; that they were enated, or-pro- 
cured:by -che' Complainers-themſelves;- for- thoſe Laws 
by' vertue''wheteof: the greateſt » Execution: hath i been 
done fincejthe Reformation, | were contrived-by the; Pa- 
piſts.;-I-mean'/the:Oaths- of | Supremacy and” Alegiante, 
a9" ay” wy mo to call Proteſtant Oaths., 
=y the Reformation. - - Ting 
0 


? ( to )) 
of Supremaey, was - enacted in. 4 Ml Voghamens eng: wander 
King Hewy the Eighth, and was only a Vindication, of 
the ancient Rights of the Crown from foreign, .U 
tions; is was defended by:divers Learned: Mes of the 
Romiſh Perſwaſion, partieuladly by 'Stepbern, Gerdaer' Bb 
ſhop of Wincbefter. '._ Þ 2! ooo ihe 
_ And:ſome great Men loft: their Lives, for: defaming 
or refuſing to cake that Oath, viz. The Biſhop of Re- 
cheſter, and Sir Thomas Moore ; and if others have ſuf-. 
tered on the fame account ſince, the Church of EKng- 
land cannot juſtly be accuſed of what was fo ſolemnly 
recognized by the Papiſts, Nec lex eft juſt ior ulla,, 
And as to the, Oath of Algriance; though. it. were 
brought into a form by King 7emes, as a Telt to diſco- 
verſuch perſons as had often conſpired to take away. his 
Life ; yet as tothe matter of it, it was tobe adminiſtred 
in all Courts-Leet to: the SubjeRts.of the, Crown, and was 
fo " Cops as: to turn. the: Edge of it againſt the Pa- 
Pl | |; , hs by " 4 


2. The Church of England hath no. principles that 
may incline any of her Communion. to Perſecuting Pra- 
Rices, for ſhe makes. the holy Scriptures the- Rule: of 
her Faith and Practice; and Light is not more-contrary 
to Darkneſs, than! the Spirit of the Goſpel -is to. that. of 
Perſecution : When Fames and Fob» moved our Saviour 
tO call for fire fron heaven to. conſume the Samaritans, Luke 

9 54- Qur Saviour rebuked them, Gying; _ 7 know. net 
what ſpinit; ye ane of, . for the ſon of: man « noteame- to des 
froy mens lives, but to ſave them: Of what ſpirit then 
are they of, who will call for Fire from Hell, if-chey 
cannot obtain it- from Heaven, it. concerns: others :t 

conſider. As many-as walk by the Rule of the Goſpel, 
ace for Peace and Acts of Mercy: :iAnd'it's well known, 
tbat the Qhurch of Zvg land ſtrictly injoyns, AU 
be preaghetd by her Mini iſters;' but 09 rs wes c 

cleredin tlie Scriptures; or way he cleatly deductd from 
it, The:-Qhurch tea all of bar Comanmico, t 
pray for all-Men, evrentheic Engmies, Þ | you 
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rLord's Prayer, whick 


walk. Here the Counſel of now is ſaſonable, $5 we- 
frros videri Martyres toultis probate amaſſe pacem in qua pri- 
ma ſant Martyrs fandamenta aut dilexiſſe deo placidam uni- 
tatem, aid babuiſſe cum fratribus charitatem ſine qua maxima 
& inaperinſa virtns caret effeFu, p. 72. If our Church did 
ly claim'to an infallible” Spirit, and enforce her new 
Decrees:on the Conſciences of Men, under the pain of 
an Anathema, on all that ſhould not receive them- with 
the like ſubmiſſion, as they do to .the .Oracles of God ? 
Did ſhe exat ablind Obedience, and an implicite Faith 
to her Ordinances, ' with « Now-ob/tante to the. Inſtitu- 
rions of Chriſt ; or if ſhe did pronounce all Hereticks 
that refnſe to hoſd Communion with her, and teach that 
no Faith is to be kepr wich ſuch Herericks? Did ſhe ac- 
count Men Hereticks for keeping and reading their 
Bibles, and Books of Piety, and Devotion, or ſer up an 
Inquifirion to Impriſdn, Torment, and put to, Death 
Men and Women, 'for their diffenc from it in ſuch O- 
prime? Did it puniſh Men becauſe they. believe their 
nifes, and wilt not fall down and Worſhip a piece of 
Bread, and give Divine Honour to the Works of Mens 
orſhip the Creatare more, ( or tefides) 
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Men havens Rigtit to What they enjoy, buc it belongs 

to the Saitirs to 6 TI, "tl to bind Kings in 
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Chains ? 


'? Or, .did.it. 
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(12) 
Chains, &c? Did it ere& Imperium mn imperio, an Em- 
pire inde nt and paramount to that - of the Prince, 
in whoſe Dominions they live, as too many of the, Com- 
plainers do affirm? Then might the charge-of Perſe- 
cution be juſtly pleaded againſt her ; but ſhe utterly de- | 
teſts and abhors all ſuch Dodtrines, and both teacheth 
and pradiſeth. the contrary. 7 3 | 

The Weapons of her Warfare" are not Carnal, but Spi- 
ritual* Prayers and Tears, Patience and Forbearance, 
Exhortations, and Admonitions, which are not for De- 
ſtruction, but for Edification. 

There is one fort of Perſecution, and but one that I 
know of, that the Complainers have cauſe to accuſe her 
of, and that is, not of the Sword, but the Pex; her co- 
gent Reaſons, and ſharp Arguments which have been 
preſt and enforced againſt her Adverſaries by the Sons 
of the Church, in Vindication of their deareſt Mother ; 
( and happy is ſhe, for ſhe hath her _— ſo full of 
them, that ſhe is not aſhamed tro meet her Enemy in 
the Gates) theſe have: done very conſiderable Execu- 
tion, being ſo rightly aimed, ſo ſharp headed, and dri- 
ven home, that they could neither fly from, nor refiſt 
the force of them, but have been beaten from one Re- 
fuge to another, ſtript of all the Armour wherein they 
truſted, left naked, and ſo defencelefs, that all the bro- 
ken Forces which her Adverſaries, either Papiſts or Dif- 
ſenters can Rally, have little left, but to complain of a 
Perſecution. pe EG = 

Bur as they have not felt, ſo neither have they cauſe 
eo fear a Perſecution from the Church . of . England, if 
chey farther conſider, - how compaſlionately. Pp charita- 
bly they: have been always diſpoſed for the Relief and 
Comfort of ſuch afflited Proteſtants abroad, which dif- 
- fer from her as mich or more than the Proteſtant Diſlen- 
rers of our own Nation; Witneſs thegreat ſums of Mo- 
ney that have been Colleded in our Afſemblics, for the 
diſtreſſed Inhabitants of the Palatinate and Hungary, of 
Peidmont and Lucerne, and the Mr Lon RBors oe 
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Redemption of Captives,. without - reſpe& of Perſans ; 
their great Holpicality.to ſuch as, fled ro. her Boſom, be- 
ing driven from their own Habitations Naked and De-, 
ſticute, .meerly. for Conſcience ſake; -being otherwiſe 
very Loyal and Peaceable Subjets. Andif the Church 
+ Eſtabliſhed have ndt been forgetful to entertain Stran- 
gers, and relieve the Opprelled- abroad, who can ſup- 
pole them forward to perfecute their  Diſſenting Bre- 
thren at home, who are of the ſame Houſbold of - Faith, 
to whom:they are eſpecially commanded to- ds good, 
Gal. 6. 10. | re YEE 
_ Again, the Penal Laws which are now- in force, were: 
for the, moſt part enacted by the: States of the Nation, 
long before the preſent Clergy had their Being, viz. in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and therefore.cannot be 
- juſtly imputed to the. preſent Generation.;" nor hath any 
rigorous Execution of them: been enforced by the im- 
rtunity of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy : That Wind that 
rought the Storm over the Heads of the ,Complainers, 
did not blow from Canterbury or York, but from Rome or 
Scotland, The loud Clamours of our Difſenters againſt 
the Toleration of Papiſfts, and- the. ſecret Whiſpers of 
the Papilts againſt zd»/zexce to the other Sectaries, and 
the. intolerable: Miſdergeanours of both, did awaken 
thoſe dormant Laws, and necefficate. the Execution of 
them, to: prevent ſuch. another  Deluge- as- had: over: 
flown 10 Nation with Confuſion for almoſt twenty years 
. together... | 
Eirid it hath been: truly. obſerved, that ſuch as have 
been . moſt earneſt. to revive. the . Execution of. thoſe 
Laws, were.no-great. Friends to the Eſtabliſhed Church; 
ſometime a prevailing. party of: Presbyterians-.exaſperas - 
ting them againſt the. Papiſts, and ſometime a powerful 
party of Papiſts ſharpening them againſt the Presbyte: 
_rians and ries,. to incenſe. both -Parties- againſt the. 
Eſtabliſhed Church;. as it, hath, coo truly fallen} out, the 
Qdium of what hath been procured - by . the oppgy 
lite Factions ,, being now;by.them joyncly thrown| ups 
f | on-, 
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on the Charch; many of- whoſe -Mini have 
rovilet for their Moderation O by «<5 hon 


__ 
gar and her Son 7 ſec! were tov fly dealt with 
bod Saab, and-did ſuffer much more than what ſome 
Men do now call Perſecution ; and yet the Apoftte 
accounts that Jhwael:was the Perſecutor for! his mock- 
ing of aac; who. was the Sor of a Prince, and Heir 
of the Family. - 

And the Apoſtle tells us, That there are i. Mock- | 
ngs, as well as cruel Stripes and Impriſonments. And 
—— that there was an Allegory in theſe Tranſ: 

Rjons by Sarah, and her'Son Fernſalem, or the Chur 

Chriſt is repreſented; ad then by-Thmarl all tho 
cruel Mockers and Deſpiſers of that Church, and. its 
Fathers and Family, who ſcoft at them! as Antichrifti- 
an , damb Dogs, or Priefts of Bas, and would once 
and again caſt them out of the Family of God on 
Earth, and in Heaven-too, ate certainly meant, and 
to be noted for the Perſecutors, th they firſt c 
out of Perſecution, as it is uſtal for tho that are moſt 
guilty to complain firſt. 

But if any of the Clergy which had for their Loyalty 
to the Royal Martyr, ſuffered the lolsof all manner of 
pow rae _ wr nenh and their negeek = al- 

ewenty Years « er, were willing t me 
fuch Laws might be nao, as might prevent the 
like Miſchiefs for the future; 1 only ask, If any of 
the Complainers had been under the like Circamftan- 
ces; would they not have- endeavoiired ' the ſame? 
And if fo, what cauſe have they tocontdetim others, for 
what they would alflow in "themſelves? © 'Quod aþ lis 
wobs pct fattum eff nobu #09. & | impu- 
fark - 

And I can with ſome Confidence allart 
io obeying the King and” TS 
plaitiers Have fot * and is Lows ha Rd th - 

ur 
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#4 hath fuffered more for; their 


Kindoeſs tothe Papiſts,:than ever the Papiſts ſafſered 
by: any unkinde&'from- thar Church. And many of 
the C were hike ro. ſuffer much for their Modes 


ration'ro- the Diſſenters... - 


. 4s+tender Confdiences, as any of the. Complainers ; 
2n 'Bſtabliſhment” which is- approved: by all- forrs. of 
Prateſtan:s abroad, even thoſe of Geneve and Holand, 
where the Prefident-of the Synod of Dor in Diſcourſe 
with fome of our Divines concerning the Conliticu- 
tion of \our: Church, did: wiſh: that-'they: might enjoy 
the like* wich--2* Now /icet \nobis offe nam felrgibaw;, and. 
which is acknawledged, and dreaded: as:the: greateſt 
Ball-work againſt Popery,- et 4. 
''And therefore the prime leaders of the Separation, 
though: they did 'not conformras Miniſters; yet- they: 
_ by: cheir Bxaniples! fully complied wich : our-\Licuc- 
gy 'in- Prayers and Sacraments as 'Lay-men,; attend- 
ing eatly- an the' publick Worſhip, -and. Commu- 
nicating frequently in our Sacraments, .as. the '\molt- 
fober- of che- Aneient Nomconformiſts: did, and ma» = 
-of the preferit do ;; and it" is; affirmed-by fore, 
chat-cthey who- now ſeparate from: the preſent. Ghurgh, 
may* for-the ſame reafor- feparace from; almoſt all 
other ' Churches in -Ci#ifendom;-/andi.one of theic 
own Preachers delivers it' as his. own, and the Judg- 
ment of 'fome- others, ' That rhouſands: are. gone: 10 Hell, 
and'-ten' thouſands ow their march thither,.. that - in, all: 
probability would! never come ' there; if theji bead: ivoti beens- 
rempied Pom «the ' Pariſh,” Churches, for rhe itjoyenent: 
ff Uonminiien® 4 Purer<'Chitrch,/. "Ma: Raizer-in - his. 
iſle to the Separates Congregations: And as to- 
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Popery, 'he fays in_his Defence..of the ; Cure :6f 

Diviſions; That the Intere#t of dhe Fong Religun, muſe 

be much kept up by the means; of the Pariſh Miniſters, 

and by the. Dattrine and. Warſhip : there performed ; and 

- they that think, and endeavour contrary. 10 - tha, ( of 
which fide forever) will have the hearty - Thanks. and 

Concurrence of- the: Papiſts :. And. T am perſwaded :( ſays 

he) that all the Arguments in Bellarmine, and all - 

other - Books: that: ever. were written, . bave not done ſo 

_ much to make: Papiſts in England, '::as the. Milritude 
of ' Seffs © among: our ſelves 5, /and ſhall; they- uſe - our 
Handi:to, 48: tberr' Work? [Thus he, and: to this; .end 
he adviſeth-in his-Saints: Ref, p.'.518,-0f the firſt E- 
dition: Do. not ' meet -together in Oppoſition to the pub. 
lick Meeting, nor at the time of publick Worſhip, nor yet 
fo make a groundleſs Schiſm, to ſeparate from the Church, 
whereof you. are: Members, nor, t0 deſtroy "the old, that 
you may gather a new out: of its Ruines, as long| as it 
hath the Eſſentials, and there u hopes of reforming it. Nor 
can I think what reaſon the Complainers can Aflign, 
why they may not as:well conform 'to the preſent 
Church, - who could conform with the Apoſtolical 
Church in their-- Primitive Conſtitution, for we read, 
Aths 2 v.' 41. That thoſe Chriſtians were baptized, and 
V. 42: They-: continued ſtedfaſtly, in the Apoſtles Do&rine 
and Fellowſhip, in breaking of: Bread.-and Prayers ; and 
- V. £6, They continued daily with' one atcord in the Temple. 
They. had-their Synod; which made. things. in them- 
ſelyes indifferent neceſſary; :: per- bie & nunc, to be obs 
ſerved-for:the._ Peacg of the Church 5, they';had: a--$u- 
periority» of: one Miniſter. 'above another, their. Qc- 
dinations t9:that-Office,. . their Genſures to-ſtop the 
Moiths of Gain-ſayers'z. their Rods and,Excommunica- 
tionsagainſt many.of which doubtleſs.our Complainers 
_ Ehadithey) lived \in» chats Age ).woukl;. and might 
_ as readily tiave.preteniled:feruples: of, Conſcience, .as 
now they dojiand/Awhatmarks the-Apoſtles would have 
ſet upon: 4uchzris':yery; obvious, Roni 16; 17: Ark 
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elves, ſenſital, having nee'the 'Spitit ; which the A- 
poſtles--ſterns to give' "as an' Anſwer to their pte- 
the Spirit in” at) extraordinary man- 


eerices 'of 'Havirig 
ade. 77 Qi E CN45'S: | | 
But 'I ſhall pot need co uſe any other Arguments 
to convince the Complainers of the Infafficiency of 
this Obje&ion - concerning their  Conſciences:,' than 
their own pradtice, for when the Complainers have 
been concerned in getting or keeping any beneficial 
Offices, the' concern of profit doth” ſatisfie the” Scru- 
ples of Conſcience, and they can generally conform 
to the Liturgy, and Communicate in the Sacrament, 
and ſeem the moſt - zealous and devout in the Con- 
gregation ; nor will they ſtick to Educate their Chil- 
dren in_ ſuch Callings, as may fit them for [{ixch Tm- 
ployments wherein they maſt conform , which they 
could not do, if they did in their Conſtiences be- 
lieve Conformity to be a Sin. | | | 
Certainly we owe more' to. our- Spiritual Guides 
and Fathers, than to forſake them , and abandon 
them to the Malice of our: Common Enemies; which 
is as great a fir, as if Children who- have Parents, 
that provide” alt Neceffaries for their well being , 
ſhould deſert” them for ſome ſappoſed 'Inconvenien- 
cies, ſuch as the reſtraming "them from fome* thing! 
which they know to be hurtful 'for- thern; or rlloyR 
them ſome ſmall macters' which 'they' conceive fit 
for them ; though” their Children' think” otherwiſe'; 
and if they: are'carrected for heir Faults; and ſhall 
=_ count 
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- count them Tyrants and -Perſecutors, they are in / 
the ſence of -the Scriptures not Children , but Ba- 
ftards, Heb. 12. 8. And I believe none of the Com- 
plainers , which are, Paſtors or Parents , would ap- 
prove the behaviour of ſuch Children. | 
I deſire therefore, . they. would ſeriouſly conſider 
who they were that brought us out of a State © 
Darkneſs and Bondage, who vindicated the Liberty 
of-the Goſpel, and the due Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, who have planted the Tree of Life 
in the midſt of us, and cultivated it by their La- 
bours, and watered it with their. Blood, and defend- 
ed it againſt thoſe that would grub it up by the- 
Roots? And ſhall we not ſubmit to them in a 
few Ceremonies, enjoyned onely for Decency and 
Order, though we think them inconvenient ! St. Pe- 
ter may inſtru us better, who being demanded of 
our Lord, St. Fobz 6: 68. Will ye alſo go away ? Ma- 
fer, ſaith he, whither ſhall we go, thou haft the words 
of eternal life ? Where all things neceſſary to Sal 
vation are conſtantly imparted, we may and ought 
to continue in that Communion; and it is acknow- 
ledged to be a ſin'to ſeparate from ſuch a Ghurch, 
wherein we may continue not only without fin, but 
ro the ſaving of our Souls; To which I ſhall add 
a very conſiderable ' Sentence. of an Ancient Father, 
Non minor ef gloria ſuftinere Martyrium ne ſcindatur 
Eccleſia quam ne idols ſacrificetur ; Tis as great a glo- 
ry to indure Martyrdom for the prevention of Schiſm, 
as to ſuffer. it for not Sacrificing to Idols ; ſeeing 
by this we ſecure our private Salvation, by the o- 
ther we preſerve the publick Peace and Edificati- 
on. 3 we may innocently bear ſome Incanveniencies 
,h5 pa Fer _ Prone 200 _— ſo much 
Sox gage conſideri at what we conceive 
= be evil, _ their own nature things . indiffe- 
rent, and in the Judgment of the Church, are nat 
thought any parts of, Divine Worſhip, but may be 
I FS changed 
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changed ' or- laid aſide, as (occaſion ſhall require ; as 
in the inſtance* of the Crof Sue rw og which the 


ized, which the Church 
hath declared may be omitted in private Baptiſm, 
and yet that Sacrament'be effeQually Adminiſtred : 
And-F cannot but think thae perſon highly peccane 
againſt the Rules of Chriſtian Charity , who de- 
clared, That the removal of ſuch innocent Ceremonies, 
would counteryaile for all the Bloud that had been ſhed 
mm our late Civil Wars, wherein the King and bu - Ley- 
al Nobles, and many Thouſands of good Subje#s loft their 
Lives, befides the many thouſands that dyed in that Re- 
bellion. | 
Put if any perſon be yer diffatisfied coneerning the 
reaſonableneſs of what is required ,' in order to a 
Conformity to the Eſtabliſhed Do&rine and; Wor- 
ſhip, let him conſule the ſeveral Cifes lately pub- 
liſhed by fome Judicious Sons'of the Church of Eng- 
land; and if their prejudices be not 'removed, it is 
becauſe they are only pretended, or if real, they 
are unreaſonable and invincible ; and he whoſe Ears 
are ſtopt up from hearing ſuch plain and convincing 
Truths, on which his Salvation doth- depend, his 
Soul is in a dangerous condition. © This Advice con- 
cerns eſpecially thoſe Leaders of the People, which 
cauſe them' to Err, and by withdrawing them from 
their Folds, and dividing them, expoſe. them to De- 
ſtruction ; for whoſe blood the Great Biſhop and 
Shepheard of our Souls, will one day exa&t an Ac- 
count from them.; which they ſhould ſeriouſly con- 
ſider how to give with Joy, and nor with endlefs Grief 
and Confufion ; for as 'the Prophet Exel, ch. 33. 
6. If a people take a man of their coaſts, and ſet him for 
their watchman, . and that watchman ſee the ſword com- 
ing, and. blow not the trumpet, and the people be not 
warned, if the '' ſword come and take away any 'perſon 
om among them, he s taken away in hs miquity ; bus 
bis bloud will ] require at the 2atchmans hands. When 
| G 2 Quinti- 


Complainers are moſt ſcandali 
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Quintilius. Varus hag; unhappily 16ſt ſonie'of the:(Re- 
»ep Legions, he.gould+not. be at"reſt,: thinking? of 
a terrible Summons, ' Quintils Vere LL 7 And 
there is a- more dreadful ; Account ' to: be given'-of 
thoſe-.Souls- for ; whom Chriſt dyed, -before x -more 
awful Aſſgmbly; than any ; Reman Senate, where. the - 
Secrets of all -Hearts ſhall | be revealed; 'and'the :erds 
and - deſigns. and...conſequences -of - their ' Aﬀions be 
made manifeſt; and rewarded accordingly. - 

Perſecution 1s indeed a very heinous 'Sin, for if 
that Counſel or Way that is-oppoſed and perſecuted, 
be: of .G O D,'the Oppoſers will be. found Fighters 
againſt GOD ; they perſecute Chriſt in his Mem- 
bers; Saul, - Saul,, why  perſecuteFt thou me ? 'Þ am Feſus 
whos thou perſecuteſt. : | 

But here is another ſort of Sinners, as bad or worſe 
than Perſecutors ; namely, falſe Prophets:'and Sedu- 
cers, which -teach-Dodtrines contrary to thofe which 
CHRIST and this Apoſtles have raught ;: theſe 
ftrike at-the Head, when the other aim. onely at 
the Body. The Perſecutor for the moſt: part ads 
as a profeſſed Enemy ,. according to: the principles 
and prejudices; wherein: -/he hath been [Educated , 
and ſo ads/ignorantly, in Unbelief,: as St.: Paul did ; 
and- had they: kgown, they would not have Cruci- 
fied the LORD of GLORY : the others have 
been inſtructed -in, -and profeſſed the fame: Faith ; 
lived in the fame Communion, | but being not ſound 
in the Faith, in.time of 'Temptation, fell-away, and 
ſeek-.to Yeſtroy what, they themſelves had built ;.nor 
onely. forſaking, the Aſſemblies ' themſelyes , but rai- 
_ ſing Diviſions in, and making Separation from them ; 

ſetting up Altar againſt Altar ;- raiſing a War with- 

in the bowels. of the. Church , building.. Batteries:, 
and throwing. Bombs to force out thoſe: that are 
within .it : And af: open Enemy is: not: fo. culpable 
2s. 4 treacherous Friend, that like: Judas,” Cryerb haile. 
Mafer , and. batrays.. bim with a kifi'5 Theſe do- not 
| I. one- 
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 -onely' Crucifte him: a freſh , but put him to: open 
- ſhame , as if he ſuffered as a Deceiver arid Maur- 
therer, a Blaſphemer*of GOD, and an Enemy to 
Ceſar ; and herein doth more miſchief than the ig- 
norant and: open Perſecutor (who perhaps acts. as 
the \ Roman" Sonldiers ,” in, Obedience. to their. Chief: 
tains) and endeavours 'to_ deſtroy not. a few Chri- 
'Ftians, but” Chriſtianicy it {eIF. And the. Chriſtian 
Religion | hath often thrived under Perſecucion, bur 
hath alway been weakned and diſpirited by. Diviſions 
and falſe Dottrines. ' | | 
-..\' That one Schiſm .of the Denatifts in 4frica , de- 
ſtroyed more than all the Ten Perſecutions did in 
thoſe Churches: The Perſecutors ſent many Chri- 
ftian Souls that lived in" the Communion of Chriſt 
on Earth, to' enjoy it in Heaven ; .the others ſent _ 
many more to an Eternal Separation from the Head, 
having firſt cat rhem off from the, Body : And wo - 
be to them that ſhall be found guilty of ſo-great Itn- 


piety. | | 
That there ſhall be ſuch falſe Prophets, St. Peter 
foretold, > Epiſtle 2: 1. As 20. 30. That there ſhould 
ariſe ſnctr from 'among -our own ſelves, that. ſhould 
4 as'grievans: Wolves,. not ſparing the Flock , peak+— 
ing" perverſe thing s.- = IEEE ON wy 
And our” Saviotr teacheth: us , That, we mey know - 
thenr by their fraits 5 and by their likeneſs to the. falſe 
Prophets that were of old, ſuch as*Fammes and Fam-- 
bres, Core, Dathan' ant Abiram, who. rebelled againſt 
a yn, eG | 
te. Fude deſcribes them to be ſuch as walked in the: 
way of Cain, and ran greedily after the. errour of Bglaam, , 
for reward, JÞuds v. 11. Eien Dat wr 
- - Thar Bleſs where they. ſhould Curſe, and : Curſe: 
where they ſhould ' Bleſs : Many. yet living; may -re- 
member the. time, when the Pulpits, were imployed 
as fo:many Drutns . to. ſound. an ; mk to. War ;-and:. 
the People 'pteſt , by. wreſted Scripture , to Ari 
| tems: - 
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themſelves, and ingage the worſt of; Men, againſt the 
beſt of Princes ; We have no Portion tn David, nor any 
Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe: Every Man to bu Tents O 
Iſrael: And from Fudges 5. 23. heavy Curſes denoun- 
ced not againſt thoſe that came not to help the Lords «- 
minted agamnit "the mighty, but the mighty. againſt the 
Lord and bx anointed : Ic will grate the ot all that 
hear what was inferred by a great Boutifeu from that 
Text, Arno 1641. Carſe ye bitterly, (4. e.) faith he, or 
enly Maledicere verbo, but malefacere Re, to execute 
indeed what they "wiſh in words, to deal with them as with 
Moabites, executing the wrath - of God upon them :. Curſed 
& every one that withholds hs bands from bloud ( even 
the innocent bloud of women and children ) which was to 
be poured out like water in every ſtreet : And curſed is he 
that doth it fraudulently, as Saul did with the Amala- 
+ kites, pill ſome, and ſave ſome, ( meaning Agag the 
King.) And leſt Curſes alone ſhould not prevail, he 
promiſeth a Blefling alſo, Bleſſed. x the man that takes 
the little ones, and daſheth them again#t the tones. Good 
'God, to what barbarous Impieties do Carnal Lufts 
and Intereſts hurry on ſome Men againſt plain Scrip- 
tures, againſt Knowledge and Conſcience, and to in- 
ſpire deluded People by a falſe Zea), to ſlay their Bre- 
thren with a Rage that reacheth up to Heaven, - and 
think they do God as good Service in . killing their 
Brethren, as the Prieſts that ſlew the Beaſts for Sa- 
Crifice, Such Preachers as theſe are certainly the 
worſt ſort of Perſecutors ; they perſecute themſelves 
as well as their Brethren. For St. Fude 11. returns 
ſuch Curſes on their own Heads, with a woe unto 
chem ; and St. Peter ſays, 2 Pet. 2. They ſhall bring up- 
 0n themſelves ſwift deftrution. And he propounds 
three Inſtances of the Judgments that hang over 
their Heads, werſe 4. If God ſpared not the Angels 
that ſinned, but caft them down to hell , notwithſand- 
imp the perfeion of their natures; then no pretence. md Pu 
rity. will ſecure theſe,” if he deſtroyed the old world, for 
. OO abuſing 
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abuſing Noah a Preacher of Righteouſneſs ; then neither 
ſhall their numbers - exempt them, if be turned the Cities 
. of Sodom and 'Gomorrha into - Aſhes, for an example 
to all that ſhould live ungodly ; thin how' ſecure ſoever theſe 
men may ſeem, they. are not ſafe, the Sun that ſhines on 
them inthe morning, may rain down Fire and Brimſtone 


Qbjed. Theſe are terrible Judgments, but where are 
thoſe falſe. Prophets to whom they belong'? - 


Anſwi I know not any party (though there be. 
very many. among us) - whoſe Leaders do - not accuſe 
the Guides of. che other Parties as falſe Prophets, 
_ as either not having-a- lawful Ordination, but run 
before they are ſent, or being lawfully: Ordained; 
do preach ſuch. rines. as are-not agreeable to. 
the written word, which is the only Ganon, or 
Rule | of Faith and Manners: As to the firſt, w4z. . 
The lawfulneſs of Ordination, it- hath been - ſuffi 
ciently evidenced againſt the .Papiſts, that- the Mi- 
niſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church of. England are . 
lawfully Ordained, and. by the Conceflions of the 
moſt ſober Diſlencers -it -is- granted, (who never re- - 
yuired any other Ordination -of ſuch. as. went over 
to the oppoſite Parties, ):nor. doth the - Church of 
England deny the validity : of : Ocdinations 'in the - 
Church of Rome, though. it doth deny - the ſame - 
to thoſe ſeparate. FaQtions,: which -heap up Teachers . 
to themſelves, having. itching. Ears, for-the Primitive . 
Church hath never approved. of ſuch Ordinations, 
wherein a. Biſhop did not -prefide-and-joyn-with his | 
Presbyters. | | 

- But ſuppoſing : the: Ordination-to- be: valid,” we are 
to conſider the. truth of- thoſe : DoQrines by the cor- - 
reſpondency they bare .to. che -Canon-'of the Holy 
Scriptures; for : whoever ſhall preach any other 'Do- 
 &rine as an Article.of Faith neceſlacily: ay" 

| ,and... 


and believed, in arder_ to Salvation, though. it be an 
Angel from Heaven, *cis the .Apoſtles:Sentence that 
| be: be.accurſed, Gal. 2+ 8, (7. e. ) we-may have:noiQom- 
munion. with him, by .this rule. therefore\we; arersxry 
the Doarines and Spirits of thoſe falls Prophets which 


are-abroad .in the World, and by theſe. Characters . 


we may diſcern them; if there be oe thatdo:deny 
r e-drp. Chriſt is come into the World, or that he is 
indeed the Son of God, af -one and the faire ſubſtance 
with the Father 3 if any reject the Dodtrines: taught 
- by him and his Apoſtles, reſiſting the Truth and Faith 
once deliver'd. to, the Saints, being aſhamed of Chriſt 
- and his Words, -if any-rejed the [nſticuttons of Chrift's 
— Miniſters and Sacraments, or add new Precepts and 
Commandments, 'z#equiring | the like obſervance- of 


them, as : of his Word and Ordinance ; if any ſhall - 


publickly preach ſuch — Practiſes, as are 
not according to Godlineſs, but tend directly to Pro- 
faneneſs,, Uncleanneſs, Diſorder, - and. Diviſion ; if 
any forbid what God Commands, or command what 
God forbids, teaching for Dodtrines the Command- 
* ments. of Men; ſuch men will be found falſe Pro- 
phetsz and whether the Socinians that deny the equa- 
lity of the Son of God with the Father, in one Sub. 
ſtance, whether they that ſet up other Mediators be. 
tween God and Man,. or command Divine © Wor. 
ſhip 'to be given to the Creatures, :and the work of 
Mens hands, or that to colour this Impiety, expunge 
the ſecond Commandment, that: add: to. the number 
of Sacraments. more than Chrift-Ordained, and take 
from thoſ& which; he inſtituted an Effencial pare ;- fach 
as the Cup ithahe: Lords Supper, with..a Non-vbtante 
to Chriſt's Inſticution, or ſuch as wholly deny the uſe 


and. efficacy-of Baptiſm, that prefer theivown Prayers - 


to-.that of, our. Saviour, +and their own. Dreams and 
Deluſions to the Revelation of :Chriſt-and his:Apoſtles ; 
. whether they that teagh!Dilabedience wo: Mapiſtuites, 
and-Jpeaking; evil:of. Nighitiss; and ftir up Sediti6ns 
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and -Diviſions, from 'whence come Wars and Con- 
faſions, and every evil thing ; whether theſe have 
not the Characters of falſe Prophets, the Scriptures 
and Primitive Councils have determined. 

And -if the. Eſtabliſhed Church teach no other 


| Dodtrine, than'what is' conſonant to the Holy Scrip- 


tures, and approved -as well by Papifts as by  Prezby- 
zerians and Independents ; for as for the other SeQaries, 
Anabaptiſts, Quakers, &c. who reje&t the Authority 
of Scriptures, we are not muck concerned” for their 
Objections, if we worſhip the only true God, and 
own "Chriſt Jeſus, God and Man, to be the 'onl 

Mediator between' God and Man, obſerving all, 
and only the Dodrines of Chrift, for rendring un-- 
to Ceſar the things that are Czſars, and unto God 
the things that are Gods : The Character of 'a' falſe 
Prophet cannot juſtly be imputed to' arty of /her Mi- 
niſters ; the great Crime - obje&ted to the Church by 
the Romaniſts, is our ſeparation from their Com- 
munion, to which it & Anſwered, That we have * 
no otherwiſe left them, than they have deſerted the 
Do&rines and Communion of the: Scriptures, ''and 
the Primitive Church, for the firſt four hundred 
Years, to, which, if 'they ſhall return, we' are ready 
to give them the 'right hand of Fellowſhip. Bur 
then it will be objected by ſome modern Diſſenters, 
in the words of Opratzws, Paces credemns uno figillo ſigillati 
ſumus nec aliter baptizati,\ nec aliter ordinati quans vos teſt a-' 
mentum Divinum legimms ' pariter, &c. We believe 
in the ſame God and Saviour, we are Baptized /and 
Ordained as you, and 'read the ſame Divine Te- 
ſtament; but they are anſwered- in the words of 
the ſame Father, Hoc ſolo nomine quod a- Chriſti  Ec- 
cleſia ſeparati eſtis witam non 'habebitzs ; for this only 
Crime of forfaking the Commirinion 'of Chriſt's 
Church, you may come ſhort of Eternal Life. To 
which agreeth- that of St. Auguſtin, Extra Eccleſiam + 
Omnia poſſunt  babere preter ' ſalutem poſſunt habere 
1154 | h\norem 
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bonorem poſſmt hahere - ſacramenturm poſſunt cantare Halle- 
Injab poſſunt reſpondere, Amen poſſunt ung te- 
nere f predicare poſſunt in nomine pairs fills & 
ſpiritus ſantti fidem babere, & predicare ſed muſquam 
niG in Eccleſia Catbolica poſſunt ſalutem invenire. And 
therefore we are- told, That. Schiſm--is as  ſtudi- 
ouſly.to be avoided as' Idolatry. Now minor ef} glo- 
ria Martyriam ſuſtinere ne ſcinditur Eccleſia, quare ne 
Idols ſacrificetur, By denying the | one, we confult 
for our private Salvation, by: the other, for the pub- 
lick ſafety of the Church. 

And if indeed . we; are agreed in the Eſſentials 
of Religion, 'what cauſe. can be given why by our 
Diſſention - in ſome Circumſtances, we ſhould ex- 
poſe _ our ſelves. and the People to all thoſe Miſchiefs, 
which , will inevitably. follow on our Diviſions ? For 
onthe ſame grounds that they.who agree: with us in 
Dodtrinals; : do' deny to- hold Communion with us in 
Worfhip- ; others that have -not ſo great an. agree- 
ment with them, may forlake their Communion ; atd 
ſo- our Diviſions may be perpetuated and multiplied. 

Inter licet noſtium & non licet. veftrum nutant _ ani- 
me Chriſtianorum nemo wobu credit, ' nemo nobzs om- 
nes contentiofs homines ſumus, laith Optatas, p. g4 The 
People will not believe we have the fame Faith, 
when they ſee we agree not in the fame Wor- 
ſhip. . But if we have indeed the ſame Faith, why 
do we ſeparate? It is doubtleſs a Sin: to ſeparate 
from that: Church, in. whoſe Conimunion we may = 
remain without Sin;z and it is. a real Imputation 
of ſomewhat that is ſinful in our Communion, when 
we ſeparate ' from it, becauſe nothing but Sin can. - 
warrant. a Separation. | : 

Our . Saviour tells us, That be that 3s not with bim, 
is againft him, and. he that gathereth net ſcattereth he 
and by. a like conſequence, he that ſcattereth de- 
ftroyeth; when two Princes- are ingaged in a War, 
if thoſe Subjects that haye lived under the Govern- 

| men 
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"ment of either of them , - ſhall according to their 
Power refuſe to aflift their lawful Prince, they may 
be accounted as Enemies ; Swetonzs in vita Neronis, 
___ Set.-2. ſaith Cn. Domitius medics, inter boſtes baben- 
dos cenſuit : And the Lacedemonians had a Law, that 
in caſe of*a Civil War, if any perſon ſtood neutral, 
when the War was ended, both Parties ſhould a- 
gree to confiſcate his Goods, and pull down his Hauſe 
as an Enemy to both; and thus the Romans dealt 
with Metias Suffeting, who-in the War between the 
Romans and Albans ſtood hovering with his Army, 
waiting the evene of the War, - till the Roman; got 
the Victory, who condemned him to be torn in pie- 
ces with wild Horſes; it was not becauſe he did 
them any hurt; but becauſe he did not yield them 
that Afiſtance which in duty he was bound ; ſo 
that Neuters do. generally make both Parties their 
Enemies, and ſeeking to fave their Lives, they looſe 
them; for all Governments do agree, to ſhew more 
kindneſs to: an open and: generous Enemy, than to 
'a. pretended but -treacherous Friend; as in the Caſe 
of Pub. Serviliws, Medum ſe gerendo nec plebis wetuit 
odium, nec apud patres gratiam miſit, as Suetonius : But 
Manlixs, which had .been againſt the Senate, be- 
ing. reconciled, Patribus mire Fo gratioſas, Was great- 
ly favoured by. the Senate; therefore he ——_ | 
Quando alterum habiturms ſis inimicum jacienda e#t alea 
alreratri adberendum : We muſt cleave to one Party, 
or we make both our Enemies ; but contra publicos 
hoſtes ommis homo Miles, as when the Sea breaks down 
the Banks, and begins co overflow. a. Country, e- 
very one ought to contribute his endeavours to pre- 
vent a general Deluge, or he may be guilty of de- 
ſtroying himſelf and his Neighbours; fo ic is with 
thoſe that negle& their bounden duties in defence 
of their Religion, and the publick Peace. * 
_- And this, reaſon is given to . countenance ſuch 
Practices, for . Now ;caret {crupulo focretatis., Occult qui 
| ER.c _ _: mani 
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. manifeſto facinart' deſnit obviariz He is juſtly ſuſpe&ed 
to be confederate 'in an evil Deſign, who knowing 
it doth not endeavour to prevent 1t. 

As when Moſes ſaw an TIſraelite and Egyptian ftri- 
ving, if by his negle& to ſave the Ifraelue, the E- 
2yptian had prevailed, he: had made himſelf acceſſa- 
Iy to the deſtruction of his Brother 3 and thus we 
are taught, That our Saviour will at the laſt day 
condemn thoſe that. have not-fed the Hungry, &c: 
_— with thoſe that have oppreſſed and robbed 
them. 

God threatned the Edomites, Obadiah, v. 11. to 
deſtroy them for their Violence againft their - Bre- 
thren of TFacob ;- yet we read not.there of any a& 
of Violence againſt them, but----- Thou ſtoodeFft- on the 
other ſide when Strangers carried away Captioe, their 
Forces and Foreigners entred ber Gates, and caſt Lots 
on Jeruſalem : Thou waſt as one of them, but thou ſhould- 
eff not have looked on the day of thy Brother, nor ſhould. 
eff have rejoyced over the Children of. Judah, in the day 
of their Deſtruction, nor ſpoken proudly in the day of 
their Diſtreſs: As thou bat done, it ſhall be done to thee, 
thy Reward ſhall return on thy own Head. 

When Haman procured that bloudy Decree, for 
the Deſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation, Mordeca: per- 
{waded Heſter to intercede* for them by this Argu- 
ment, If thou altogether hold thy Peace, Deliverance 
ſhall come, but (for not doing thy duty ) thou and thy 
Fathtr's Houſe ſhall be deſtroyed. If the Edit had ta- 
ken effet, it would be in vain for Heſter tp have 
pleaded the favour that Abaſuerſh had for her, ſhe 
would probably have been executed as a Jew; as 
Plutarch relates of Manlizs, whom the Romans con- 
demned for favouring the Gauls, when he pleaded 
his former Services. Manlins eras mibi dum precipt- 
tes agebas Senones, ref quam mutari cepiſti fattius es 
wnnus ex Senonibes : They are Friends that engage 
with one another in + times of Danger, but $9-wns | 
they 
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| they ſtand as Neuters, they are as Enemies : Hence 
the Spirit of God. declares as great deteſtation of 
a. fearful' ang” like-warm temper, as of that which 
is cold ,” .and he threatneth”.to. ſpue them*out of his 
Mouth: They that 'halt between two "Opinions: are 
fitter to be Priefts of Baal,than of the Living God; and 
a ſtrange infatuation it is, to purſue all thoſs methods 
which our Enemies have deſigned for our Deſtruction. 
Bute to ſpeak. in_the ſecond place, as to the. man- 
ner of ſuffering, ſo. as 'to defiominate thoſe Suffer- 
ings Perſecutions, we are to* indure them - patienc- 
ly without unlawful Reſiſtance or R#evenge ; © fo 
ſich our Saviour-, Mat. 5. 39. Reſiſt not evil, and 
when he. himſelf ſuffered the greateſt ' injuries 
.and | pains, as a Sheep. ;before*. the” Shearer” is 
dumb, fo opened he not his .Mouth: © And 'St. Pail, 
Rom. 12. 17. forbids. us 'to recompence. evil for. evil, 
or-to avenge our ſelves, but rather to give place unto 
wrath, and not be overcome of evil, but to overcome 
evil with good ; againſt which indiſpenſible Duties 
they do greatly offend, who. harerofiiee Gilaprecing 
extreamly from each other, do now wonderfully 
agree in breathing . out. Threatnings and Revenge a- 
ainſt the Eſtabliſhed Church, as if it were an Aſ- 
embly of bloudy Thieves, Murtherers, and Perſe- 
cutors ; _ and endeavour to ruin her by ſuch” falfe 
Accuſations, and railing Speeches, as' Michael the 
Arch-angel durſt not to bring againſt the Devil him- 
ſelf. A Sin that is accompanied” with ſo -many ag- 
ravations, as render it extreamly.-ſinful; . for firſt , 
jp it is-to deal with our beſt Friends, as if they were . 
our greateſt Enemies, which we are forbid by our. 
Saviour to do ; which' is to at as David's Enemies, 
againſt whom by. a Prophetick Spirit, he denoun- 
ceth ſo many dreadful Curſes, as ſuch men may 
do well {criouſly to conſider, Pſal. 109. 6. who make 
it their bufinels to return ( inſtead of -Good for Evil,) 
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*Evil for Good, and Hatred for good Will, and count - 
thoſe as Enemies who teach them the Truth. 
Bur Secondly, it is..a_ great Aggravation ,of this 
Sin, when -our Wrath , is more againſt their Perſons, 
for their Dignities and Endowments, than for any 
Vice, Injuftice, or Injuries that they have -done us, 
*which is ta at as Carr did, in the Murther of Abel, 
who ſlew him chrovgh. Enyy, becauſe his. Sacrifice 
was better. and more accepted 5 for if we approve 
of the Dodrine of the Church, and can joyn with 
them in their Worſhip and Sacraments, but will b 
no means be reconciled to their Perſons, throug 
Envy to their Preferments, but will, rather joyn with 
known .Enemies, than with ſuch real (though falſe- 
ly ſuſpected.) Friends; this is to be of the like mind 
as Coſmo Duke of Florence, who ſaid; He bad read, 
and lzarned, that he ought to forgive hu Enemies, but ne- 
wer that he ought to forgive his Friends. Whereas we 
ought to love the ,perſon of thoſe Enemies, whoſe 
Vices we hate, but to hate any man's Perſon for his 
ertues, and the Rewards -of them is to hate them, 
the Phariſees hated Chriſt, whoſe'whole Life was ſpent 
in going about to do Good. Th « the Heir, ( fa 
they) come le” us kill him, and the Inheritance will be 
ours: It is as plain .as any demonſtration in Euchde, 
"That ie. is not Truth, Religion, or Conſcience, that 
ſuch;-men contend-for, but Reputation, Dominion, 
and Intereſt ; . and it will be no great Comfort or 
Glory to them, if with the Phariſees they have their 
Reward in this World. 
3. It is another aggravation of this Sin of Revenge, 
"when if it ſhould” obtain the' deſired effe&t, we can- 
not _expe& any benefit to our ſelves, but ( Pereaxr 
emici dummodo uni pereant inimici ) are content. that 
our Friends and -our Foes ſhould periſh together ; 
and as, the envious man would willingly looſe one 
. Eye, ſo as our Enemy may looſe both. The _ 
gay | they 
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y fay is good to his own; and no man ever ha- 
'ted his own Fleſh; it is therefore an' over-grown 
Malice, when neither the Plea of Abraham to Lo, 
Let there be no ftrife 1 pray thee between me and thee, 
for we are Brethren; nor that of the Cananites, being 
in the Land that ſought their common Ruin,- can. 
prevail for a. Reconciliation; but when we have- 
real fears of a wenient: Romans, the Romans will come - 
and take away our Place, and' our Nation; .do yet 
. joyn as the Fews and. Reman? did to cracifie. him 
with whom. our' Agreement may keep: them our; 
this- is to love Miſchief for Miſchief ſake, and de- 
rately to reſolve and do as Sampſon! did, to pull 
own that fabrick in the: Ruins 'whereof” we are. 
ſure to be buried; and if their Damnation 'be. juft,. 
who do. evil that good: may come-of it, how much. 
more juſt is their Damnation, that' wilfully commit: 
that one great Evil that will inevitably bring on our 
- ſelves and others, a Deluge of Miſeries. Socrates was: 
of a better perſwaſion than ſuch men, - 


. 


Lui partem accept [epe inter wincla-cicnt cicute, , 
2 Accuſatori nollet- dare. - | | | 


who would not. have any part of that Poifon-which ; 
he was condemned to drink, to be given to his falſe 
Accuſer ;- but the Chriſtian Religion teacheth us: 
not to- avenge our felyes when we .have Power and: 
Opportunity to 'do-it, as St, Ambroſe. oblerves . con-. 
cerning our Saviour's Diſcourſe with St. Peter, Luke 22+ 

6. Domine cur me gladium emere jubes quem ferire pro- 
Likes nifi forte ut ſit parata defenſio non ultio, ut. videar © 
potuiſſe vindicare '&* noluiſſe : [Ie was a+ reply worthy. 
of Lewes the | Twelfth King of Frazce, 'when he: was-. 
perſwaded to avenge: himſelf. on. ſome that -had en- 
deavoured to prevent his Succeflion to the Crown: 
It doth' not become a King of France to revenge the 
Injuries done to! the Duke of Orleans, but it no way 
ON | 4 
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| becomes thoſe; who were, once dealt. with: as Ene- . 
mies to Church. and State ; ( how juſtly 'I need not 
ſay); as ſoon-:a5 ways have gotren, any power to threa> 
ten:' Revenge .on ſuch who-only did. their .Duty., 
and till -are-ready. to be -reconciled. to. them,. which 
is: an Argument: that they are not: yet:re#4 .in cauria; 
but-though - they juſtifie themſelves are {till in che 
number of  ſuch-Righteous Perſons as think. they. need 
no Repentance. . - A TRE Pang 

E ſhall mentien but ons Aggravation mote, (.4..e.) 
when revengeful.:perſons -reſpe&t only their own pri- 
vate ſatisfaction, ' and 'not / the Vindication - of - the. 
Laws of God: or Men: Let Hereſie and Schiſm, Se- 
dition and Rebellion go on and proſper, they are as 
unconcern'd as Gallo was for the . impriſoning of Sr. 
Paw ,; and the beating - of - Soſthenes, - Acts 18. 17. 
but the-praſperity- of- Feruſalem is: ſuch .an Eye-ſoar, 
that they. cannot fee. the things belonging to their 
Peace; it is not Zeal for Religion, which ſich re- 
vengeful Proſecutions do greatly indanger, nor Love 
to Religion which they on whom they ſeek to be 
revenged have been. Zealous - for, but. ſome private 
Deſigns of their own, which drives them on ſo fu- 
_ Tiouſly ; for Difficilins in ſus quam. alienis pericules  mi- 
rem efſe., SEE: 

Thus Themiſtocles oppoſed the Counſels of Ariftides, 
not becauſe they were not for the benefit. of - the 
Common-wealth, .but that he might ſuppreſs the Re: 
putation - and Intereſt of his Competitor; and a ma- 
licious Mind will rather ſaffer any thing, than the 
Proſperity. of his Adyerſary, though it be to the fa- 
crificing of. his own, or the publick Peace. 

And now let me mind the-Complainers of another 
fort of Perſecution, ( s. e-) of the Tongne, which. 
cuts. as a Raſor, and is'as deadly ſometimes as the - 
Poyſon of Afſps. The Heathen were wont to clap 
"the Skins of Bears and Wolves on the backs of Chri- 
ſtians, -and {o expoſe them to be torn of wild ay ar 
As And 
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| And thusdo too many deal with their Adverſaries, they - repreſent 
* ' them'ss cruel, tyrannical\ and perſecuting :Pegſons; and fo .expole 


them to the Rage of the People ; little do thoſeHlanderous and mali- 


cious Men think how guilty they areof what theycondemnin others; 


for quos gladio nequeunt woro interficiunt ; and in the Judgmenr of God, 
the malicious and hateful Perſort is a Murtherer, as Optatas lays, That 
the: Donarifts. ſlew the Biſhops, Gladio ovis, and the hateful and re- 
vengeful Man-wants only Power and Opportunity to be a Murtherer. 
. Little do the real Separatiſts who cry out againFt Perſecution, ſuſpect} ((aith 
Mr. Baxter in his Cure of Diviſions) that the ſame ſpirit 1: in them. 
Whence is Perſecution but from thinking il} of others, and abhorring, 
or nat loving them ? And do not you'do fo by thoſs whom you caute- 
leſlyſeparate from. It is one and the ſame thing in the Perſecutor and 
Divider, which cauſeth the -one to ſmite their Brethren, and the 
other to excommunicate them, the one-to caſt them into Priſon as 
Schiſmaticks, and the other to caft them out of the:Ehurch as Pro- 
fane —rhe inward Thoughts of both arethe ſame, rhat choſe whom 
they ſmite or ſeparate from are bad and- unlovely and unfit for ber- 
- ter uſage : So he. 6:05 9/3934 OO;xel 

We have ſeen many Revolutions 'and Changes, and how many 


more may pals over this Generatipn, God only knows ; But what- - 


ever they be, whatever party' be uppermoſt, we cannot reaſonably 
expect that our Priviledges ſhall be more; or our Penalties leſs than. 
. they are under the preſent Eſtabliſhment. ' Let us bleſs God, and 
learn to be content with: lack chings:20 we have, for we have de- 
ſerved much worſe ;' may the Church never fuffer greater Perſecution 
than what ſhe hath ated ; nor they that hate her, eyer find harder 
Task-maſtsrs; and if it chance to fall,” 'as the Eagle did. by a Dart 
ſeathered from her own Wing, itis- no more #tian what our. Saviour 
did, who was betrayed by -a Diſciple of his own, that bore the Bag ; 
and as it wilt be no difgrace-to any to' ſuffer as our Saviour: did, 16 
neither will ic be any Glory to do as Fudas did. The Royal Mar- 
tyr, than whom there was not a meeker or more merciful Prince on 
the Earth, was barbarouſly -murthered as a Tyrant, and Deſtroyer 
of his People ; bur- as they who fought: againſt, and overcame him, 
and then fold him'to thoſe who. impriſoned, .and flew him; could.no 
more waſh-their hands from his'Bloud than Pate did, for deliver- 
ing Chriſt to the Fews' and: Romamr to be crucified ; ſo neither ſhall 
they be able to excuſe themſelves, ( though they ſhould plead that 
things fell out beyond their expectation, or that it was a perſecuting 
Church,) if by their deſerting, m—_—_ and betraying of it, it: _ 
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he deſtroyed ; and though it hath been accuſed, and ſhould be carr 
demned as a Perſecutpr'; yet I doubt nor but ſhe will be found acon 
ſtant Preacher of thatDo&rine which our Savipur taught her, of ren- 
dring unto Ceſar the things that are Czſar's, and unto God the things 
that are God's. E Ns > 


In my former Treatiſe of Perſecution, p. 3. I promiſed as a Second 
Part, of an Hiſtorical Relation of Macrers of .Fa&, which. upon 
ſome conſideration got the. ſtart of this, being printed Ano 1684, 
and was Entictuled,” A Compendious Hiſtory of all the Popiſh and Fanatical 
Plets and Confpiracies againtt the Eſtabliſhed Government, from the, Firft 
Tear of Queen Elizabeth, to 1684. It remains now, that I continue 
that Relation tothe end of the Reign of the late King Fames the Se- 
cond In order whereanto, -I think ic.neceflary. to. premoniſh: the 
Reader; who were the Adctors,, and who the Sutferers in theſe later 
Tranſactions. . The Perſons concerned on the one-ſide were the 
Church of England, as by Law Eſtabliſhed 5 on the other-ſide, -I ac- 
count the Diſſenters of all forts,” which. ated ſometimes leverally; and 
at other times by combination, to undermine and deſtroy the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church; which being ina legal poſſeffion of its Rights,-thoſe 
who.endeavourett. either 'by , open Ads of Holtitity, or lecret and 
fubtile Arts of Defatrations, Tolerations, ;illegal Conventicles, Con- 
tederacies, and Compirances with her protefied Enemies, . were the 
Agereſfors and Perſecutas>- ; : and .theretare,., though.cheir Malige . 
was ſo impotent, that it. coitMd- never obtain. its,delired effect, yer 
that will not excuſe them from being of a perlecuting Spirit ; nor 
will their firſt and loud-Clamours of Perſecution, Goals, Fines, and 
Impriſonment? make impartial and-rational Men. believe,. that they 


' were perſecutetl at all=(much leſs by the. Qhyrch, which, as I have. 


thewny. had never power to inflict fach-punithmernts); but only that 
the Sancions:of jult and neceſlary Laws (withour which no Church 


 or-State can ſibſiſt) were executed'upon Trapſgretfors. : 'The Mem- 
© bers of the Church have ſuffered more for their moderation and 


kindneſs to Diſſenters of all ſorts, than. for any rigorous proſecution 
of any : The Papiſts reviling them for being too favourable to.Pro- 
reltant Diſſenters ; and theſe, for too great a-compliance with Papitſts. 
Theſeiaccount us Hereticks and Schiſmaticks for departing. fo far 
from them ; the other hate us, -as Superſticious and Idolatrons, for 
not going farther ; inſomuch, asthe bare performance of our Duties, 
to which the Laws of God: and the Land do oblige-us, as, well-as our 


| perſonal Oaths and Subſcriptions, is by our Adverſaries, of all ſorts, 


accounted 
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accounted our. Crime ; and unleb we wholly negle& our Duties, and 
ſo render our ſelves obnoxious to the Laws, 'we'areſure to be reviled 
as Perſgcutors 3 which is a Calumny as groundlefs, as if a Man that 
is legally poſſeſſed of an Eſtate, ſhould be condemned as an Ulurper, 
for not delivering up the poſiefiion to. every Outlaw that demands it. 
I know that the Clamors which ſuch Men make; as have drawn the 
legal Penalties on their own heads,may move the Mobilie to pity them, 
andentertain hard thoughts of the Laws themſelves ; but Men of more 
mature and fober Judgments will conclude, that fuch Tranſgceflors 
do rather perſecute the Laws, than the Laws them. As in the Caſe 
of reſtraining diſtracted and ungovernable' perſons : Non perſequitur 
medics phreneticum ſed Phreneticus Medicum. FOO 
The Et Matter of Fa& that I ſhall mention, is the Behaviour of 
the Biſhops in Parliament, and the reſt of the Clergy in their ſeveral 
ſtations, on the occaſion of the Bill of Excluſion, which was with 
great earneſtneſs proſecuted by a Party in'the Houſe of Commons, . 
and as vigorouſly oppoſed by another Party, whoſe Debates and Spee- 
ches Pro and Con, are Printed atlarge : And although-the proſpe& of 
a Popiſh Saccefſor might have prevailed with the. Houſe of Lords to 
admit ſome more moderate Debates thereupon, yet was it no ſooner 
preſented than rejeged, andthe blame thereof, by the Commans,was 
charged on the Bifhops 5 who were thereupon: accounted of as a-dead 
weight laying on the Nation, and. fit to be removed ; and it was pr- 
ged againſt them in thar Houſe, That chey might well be afraid of 
their Religion, if the Fathers of the Church will joyn-ageinſt the on- 
ly Means that can ſave it: Nof were the generality of the Clergy de- 
fetive it declaring their Reſolutions to adhere to che gucceflion, be 
ing thereto encouraged by the Duke's ſolemn Proteſtation, That E# 
wer he came to the Crown, he would ſupport the Church in ber Rights : 
Which Promiſe was not ſo unakerable as to the Duke, nor ſoinfalli- 
bly believed by the Church, who perceived that.he had aRed contra- 
ry to it, in procuring Tolerations and Indulgences, to the dividing 
and weakning of the Church. But by theſe manifeſtations of their 
Loyalty and Fidelity to the Succeſiion, the whole Body of che Clergy 
contracted more Odium from the dilatteaed People; their Party in 
the-Houſe of Commons having Voted the Bill. of Exclufion, asan Aﬀt 
for: ſecuring' the Proteſtant Religion, by Diſabling the Duke of Tok 
- co'Inheric-thelmperial Crownof Evgliaud and beland, and the Domi- 
nions and Terricories:thereunto: belonging ; which is. .to be. ſeen at 
largs, p. 83. &c. of the Colledion of the Debates ; the Preamble 
whereunto is 25 followeth': 7/hereas James Dake of Y ork i notoriouſly 


known to bs pervegted from the _—_ to the Popiſh Retigion, whereby not 
Y £ 2 only 


C34): 


only great encouragement bath been given to the Popiſh Party to eniter imto, 
' and to carry on mort deviliſh aud horrid Plots aud Conſfpirages, for the De- 
fruttion of His Majeſty's mo#t Sacred Perſon and Government, 'and for the 
 Extirpation of the True Proteſt ant. Religion, And alſo, That if the ſaid 
Dake ſhould ſucceed to the Imperial Crown-of this Kingdom, nothing « more 
manifeſt, than that a total Change of Religion within theſe Kingdoms would 
enſue; for prevention whereof be it enafted, 8c. To which ſfomein their 
Speeches added, That it was impoſiible that a Popiſh Succeſlor ſhould 
come to the Crown, but through a Sea of Blood, and ſuch 'a War as 

- might ſhake the Monarchy, and endanger both'him-and his Children ; 
which notwichſtanding, they generally declared for the Succeflion, 
though they were premoniſht how dear it would coft them and this 
is a great Argument that they were not of a revengeful or perſecuting 
Spirit; but rather diſpoſed to ſuffer, when God ſhould call them-to 

it ; and'in the meantime return: good for evil. + | 

Upon Mwnday, being Feb. 2. 1684, Charles I was ſeized by a vio- 
lentFit, ſuppoſed to bean Appoplexy, whereof he died on, the Thurſ- 
day following; - and that Afternoon K. Fames IT wasproclaimed, who 
fitting in his Privy Council, - then aſſembled, - declared, "That Ffince it 
- pleaſed Almighty God to place bim in that Station, and that he was now to 
. ſucceed ſo good and gracious a King, as well as ſo kind a Brother, be thought 
fit to declare, That he would endeavour: to follow his Example, and more. 
eſpecially in that of his great Clemency and Tenderneſs to hs People. That he 
had been reported ro be a Man for Arbitrary Power, though that had not been 
the only ftory which had been made of him. That be knew' the Principles of 
the Church of England were for Wlonarchy ; and that the Members of it had 
ſhewn themſelve; Good and Loyal Subjets, and therefore/he ſhodld always 
zake care to defend and ſupport them. Ard that be likewiſe knew, that the 
' Lawsof England were ſufficient #0 make the King as great a Monarch as he 
coald wiſh; and therefore, as he ſhould never depart fromthe juit Rights and 
Priviledges of the Crown, 'ſo he would never invade any Man's Property. 
Which Declaration was then ordered in Gouncil to be Publiſhed, and 
the ſame was repeated at the Coronation, and then confirmed by, his 
Oath ; *for which Addreſſes of Thanks were ſent the King from all 
partsof the Nation, aſſuring himof their Loyalty. and Reſolutions to 
maintain his Rights, and defend his Perſon with theicLives and 'For- 
tunes. Theſe Declarations were repeated tothe Parliament,which: met 
= 22. I68F. That they might be aſſured that be fhake thern not by chance, 
and that they might more firmly rely on a Promiſe ſo ſolemmly made... But how 
this Promiſe was performed, may appear by the fallowing Events. - 
During the ſitting of this Parliament, News was broughtof theLand- 
ing of d4rgjlein Scotland; andſhortly after, of the Lagding of che _— 

| 0 


| (55) | 
of Monmouth int the Fe} of England; whereupon the Parliament rea: 
dily declared to ftand by the King with their Lives and Forttnes, for 
che ſuppreſling of thoſe Rebellions, deſiring him totakerhore than or- 
dinary care of his Perfon. And though the Rebellions were ſuppreſſed 
.chiefly-by the voluntary Afliſtance of fuch as were of the Communion 
of the Church of Erg/and, among whom the. R: R. the Biſhop of M4»: 
cheſter was a greatInitrument; and the Scholars of Oxferd cheerfully 
'Ingaged themſelves : *And the Militia raiſed in the 7/2, cauſed Mor 
w1outh to turn Eaſt-ward in the Mouth'of the King's Army. Yet in 
_ . Ofober following, the King took occaſion to complain how uſeleſs the 
Militia'was on fuch occafions, and to tell them, | 7har norbing but a 
good Force of well diſciplined Troops in conſtant pay, was ſufficient to defend 
them from ſuch as might diſturb them at home, or mu abroad. And hers 
was a-Foundation laid for a Standing Army, ſuch as the King inten- 
ded .in a- due time, by a French General, and 1; Souldiers,'- to over- 
.awe the Nation,'and make the Inſtraments of accompliſhing his De- 
figns;-and there needed but a few more ſoft ſteps till the Church be - 
{urprized, and awakened out of that Security, wherein her own In- 
nocence, and the King's frequent and ſolemn Promiſes had brought 
her ; bur firſt the State of Ire/and.muſt be altered ; the Earl of Clarer- 
don 15 called home, to make way for Tyrconnel ; Scotland is ſecured by 
an Army which was raiſed for the ſupprefling of Argyle ; the Duke 
_ -of Albemarle, that was too popular, is ſentto. Famaica, and whatever, - 
or whoſoever might be thought able-to' withſtand any violence that 
. ſhould beoffered tothe Church, and the Religion that was Eſtabliſhed 
- is removed, and the Power put into fuch handsas the King could con- 
fide in, forthe deſtruction of- the ſame. . And.becauſe-the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters were a conſiderable Party, and their Eyes began to be ſo 
far opened, as to perceive that they ſhould periſh in the Ruine of the 
Church, which made them more inclinable ro-a Union with it, for 
prevention of their common deſtruction, the old Stratagem of a To- 
leration-and Liberty of Conſcience, which Coleman declared to be an 
effeual means to deſtroy che Eſtabliſhed Church, isnow made uſe of. . 
This bold- and fatal ſtroke was made immediately at the Root of 
the Religion and Laws eſtabliſhed in Scotland; but ſeconded by the. 
ſame Arm againſt the Eſtabliſhment in E=g/and, as will evidently ap- 
pear upon theſe confiderations. The Proclamation for Liberty of. 


- 


Conſcience-in Scotland, dated Feb:12. 1687. | 

In which conſider firſt, the Foundation of it in theſe words, F* 
have thaup bt fit to grant , and by our Soveraign Anthority, Prerogative __ 
and Abſolute Power which all our Subjects are to obey without reſerve, do bere« 


by gramt our Royal Toleration, &. Which words do aflert a Power = 
| a the 
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the King tg command what he pleaſeth, and an Obligation in the 
Subject to-obey; whatever he commands. oo | 
2. This Ablolnte- Powers not groundeg on any Law, leſt it ſhould 
ſcem to-be derived from the People, but-on a Soveraign Authoyity in- 
herent in the King's Perſon, Jure Diwino, which may be exerciſed on 
that ground. as well in England as Scotland, asthe event ſhews it was. 
2- This Abſolute Power is to be obeyed by all the Subjects without 
reſerve (4.e.) not only by a paſſive ſubmiflion to-the Power, but by an 
active compliance with it ; fo that when the King ſhall declare it to 
be his Will and Pleaſure, That all his Sub;etsrenouncethe Proteſtant 
Religion, and turn Roman Catholicks, ( to which his. Religion binds 
him; and as he hopes for Salvation, and under the Penalty ofbeing 
depoſed by the Pope) they are boundto be of the King's Religion. 
4. That the Subjects that will partake of the benefit of this 'Tolera- 
tion, muſt ſwear, To the utmoſt of their power co afliſt, defend, and 
maintd4 the King and his .Succeflors, in the exerciſe of this Abſolute 
. Power, againſt all deadly, (5. e.) all Mortals. 'So that the Subjeds 
were to.makea, very dear purchaſe of this (intolerable) Toleration ; 
ior which they were to pawn their Souls, and ſubmit all they hatl to 
an Abſolute Power, without reſerve. 


Let us conſider therefore the intrinfick value of this Toleration,. 


which'ſays, We do give and grant our Rojal Toleration to the ſeveral Pro- 
feſſers of the Chriſtian Religion after-named : Where the ward Rayal looks 
like a ſtamp on baſe Metal, mixe of Popery and Quakeriſm, expreſied 
in the Proclamation, and 'is ſo general, that as never any Chriſtian 
Prince granted the like, ſo the King as a Romen Catbalick, could not 
grant to any of thoſementioned, (iz.) either of the Church of Scotland, 
then eſtabliſhed under Epiſcopacy ; or to the Presbyterians or Quakers, 
whom the Church of Rowe accounts Hereticks. But then it .is to be 
conſidered, that this Toleration of the Proteftant Subjedts, is granted 
under the ſeveral Conditions, Reftrictions, and Limitations mentioned. 
As firſt : Nene are tobe tolerated, but ſuch as accept of the Tolera- 
tion 5 (4.e.) acknowledge the Lawfulneſs of the Abſolute Power, and 
{wear to maintain-it. 2. That nothing be ſaid or ,done in their 
Meetings, that is contrary. to the Weal and Peace of our Reign, Se- 
ditious,or Treafonable; and thatthey only exerciſe.in private Houſes. 
But what would be interpreted to be Seditious, the molt. cautious 
Preacher could hardly. diſcern : But that all Scotland might know for 
whole ſake the Toleration was granted, and who alone would .jin time, 
reap the benefit of it, after a large commendation of the Papifts as 
gaod Chriſtians, and dutiful Subjeats, it follows, Fe by our Abſolute 
Power ſuſpend, ftop, ang difeble all Laws, or Atts of Parliament, made a- 
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gaini# Roman Catholicks : So that they ſhall be as. free in all reſpe&ti as any 
of our Proteſt ant Subjetky;; not only as tothe exerciſe of- their Religion, but 
to enjoy .all Offices, Benefices, and athers, which pe fhall think fit 10 beſtow 
#po0u them : Ard to this end. it follows, Ie do by our Royal Authority a- 
ferefeid,: ( 3.6. ) the Abſolute Power; op, diſable, and diſpenſe with all 
Laws injoyning any Oaths or Teft:>8&c. And whereas the Toleration 
tor Proteitants was clogg'd with ſeveral Conditions, &c. this for Pa- 
piſts is amplified in thele words, Me command all our fudges,and others 
concerned to explom this in the moFt ample ſenſe and meaning, &c. for their 
Indemnuy. $: : 2-8 | 73-4541 EY 

; T have repeated the treads of this Proclamation mare largely, that 
the Reader may ee, what little reaſonthe Proteſtant Subjects of Scot- 
lznd:had to recurn thoſe flavith Addretles, which would be toonaule- 


ous to repeat : It is no great wonder that tie Scorriſh Mobilieſhould 


return their: Thanks; when the Privy Council declared, They would 


- affert bis Prerogative” wich the hazard of their Lives; and that who; 


ever were employed by him, were tufficiently ſecured by his Aurhority. 
But that the Exg/ifh SubjeRs ſhould dance ater the Scott; Pipe, upen 
tuch Winds as blow koc and cold in the ſame breath, is an indelible 
Reproach of ignorance, and of obltinacy againſt what is their True 
Intereſt, the ſupport of the Proteſtant Religion, Laws, and Liberties. 
Yet when the like Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, dated A- 
prit 4. 1687, came forth for England, tho' the pretences were, That :t 
ever had been his Majeſty's Opinion, that Conſcience oug bt not to be cenſtrain- 
ed, nor People forced im Matters of meer Religion, and that the perfect en- 
JoymenPof their Property had never been in any Caſe muaded by bim: when 
it was known that the rigour afed againtt Difſenters was urged by 
the Conrt ; and many Outrages committed by a Standing Amy, a- 
gainft the Subjects Property. : And the fafpending of Laws did {trike 
at the very Foundation of Government; and Deſtruction of the Sub- 
jects, by placing Papiſts, who were nor qualified by Law, into Offices 
and Placesof FTruft, Civil and Milieary, it isa wonder how any Fa- 
Rion in Egland could addreſs their Thanks, and promile to ſtand by 
the: King, as a Return of Graticude for ſuch a Toleration, as gave li 
berty to Twrks, Fews, and 4:41:ts; but was particularly deſigned tor 
the e{tabliſhing of that Religion which ſho rſecute and devour 
all the reft ; and yet there wanted not Addreſſes of Thanks from all 
parts of the Nation for this Liberty of Conlcience, as it is called (but 
really of Confuſion). The Acldreiles are ſo many, and fulſome, that 
F ſhall nat ſurcharge the Reader withthem ; only obſerve, that they 
were offercd by a Generation wio fucceeded thoſe that petitioned for 
the Death of the Royal Martyr ; that addrefled Oliver Crompe/, =_ 


__ 
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his Son Richard, with the like odious Flatteries,. but that they ſhould 
addreſs their Thanks for-caking off thoſe Laws that kept our-Popery 


_ hd Slavery, is more, -I ſuppole; than their Forefathers would have 


done ; only it is evident, that it was done on a deſign to ruine the 
Church of England, though-every ordinary perſon might perceive, 
that the advance of the'Church of Reme was intended by it; and if 


it had been in the power -of thoſe Addreſſers, Popery and Slavery 


would have beenentailed on them and their Pofterity by.a Law. - 
And though the Church of Exgland bad better Aſſurances, both by 
the Laws, and by their conſtant gdhering to the Crown, than the Pro- 
miſes.in that Proclamation, yet becauſe they refuſed to return their 
Thanks, they were charged with the brand of Abhorrers, bythe op- 
poſice Factions, who might well conclude, that ſince the King failed 
ſo much in-his moſt ſolemn and deſerved Promiſes co:that Ghurch, 
which was-by Law Eſtabliſhed, and was the Body of the Nation; 
thoſe ſcattered Parties which had not' deſerved any Favour from the 


- *Crown, could not'expedt a performance of thoſe Promiſes: But 


this we ſee whar ſlender opportunities ſome Men are ready tolay hold 
on, to vent their Malice againſt the Church, tho; their own Ruine be 
involved in it. And what was the import of ſuch Addreſſes, but to 
thank the King for diſpenſing with thoſe Laws, and as much as in him 
lay, abrogating and diffolving them, which were made as a Fence to 
the Proteſtant Religion, and for opening a wide gap for-Popery and 
Slavery to come in andtriumph over us. | 
In April, 1688, the Kingdeclares, That be was encouraged by the mul- 
titude of , Addreſſes received jrom hu Subjetts, to endeavour to eſtabliſh Liberty 
of Conſcience on ſuch Foundations as ſhould be unalterable : And deſires bxs 
Subjefs to conſider, that for the Three Years laft pafF he was not ſuch a 
Prince as he had been repreſented by bis Enemies, (i. e.) an Oppreſſor, but a 
Father of bus People. And now the Church of Eng/and, which had me- 
rited ſo many Solemn Promiles for their Prote&ion, were to have an 
experiment how well he would perform them ; for he makes an Or- 
der in Council, That his Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience ſhould 
be read in all Churches and Ghappels'throughout the Kingdom : A- 
gainſt the Publiſhing whereof, the Seven Biſhops, who were then on 
the ſpot, in behalf of themſelves,and their abſent Brethren, and their 
Clergy, humbly preſented the following Petition: | 
| _ To the King's, Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
Humbly ſhewing, by 
$ Ss the Great Arerſions they find in themſelves to the. Diſtributing aud 
- - Publiſhing in all their Churches, Your Majeſty's late Declaration for Li- 
berty of Conſcience, proceeds neither from any want of Daty and Obedience 
| ns X fo 
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| 16 Tour Mejeſty (or Holy Pother the Church of England, *bring both in 


ber Principles, and in her conſtant Prafice unqueſtionably Loyal, and. ba- 


ng to her great Honour Ween more then onct publickly acknowledged to be 
fo by Your graciow Majeſty ) ; nor yet from any want of due tenderneſs to 
Difſenters, inrelation to whom they are willing to come to ſuch a temper as 
ſhall be thought fit when that matter ſhall be conſidered and ſetled in Parlia- 
ment and Convocation.” But among” many other conſiderations, from this 'e-\ 
fevialy , becauſe that Declaration' # founded on ſuch a Diſpenſing Power, as 


ath' beets often declared illegal in Parliament, particularly m 1662, and 
1672, arid in the beginning of "Your Majeſty's Reign, and is a Matter of ſo 


great moment and conſequence to the whole Nation, both in Church and 


State, that Your Petitioners cannot in Prudence, Honour, or Conſcience, {0 


far" make themſeboes Parties to it, as the diſtribating of it all over the Na- 


tion, and the ſolemn Publication of it once and again, even in God's Houſe, 
and in the time of bu Divine Service, muſt: amowunt to in common and reaſo- 


wable conftruttion. Tour Petitioners therefore maft humbly and earneſtly | 


beſeech Your Majeſty that you would be 'graciouſly pleaſed not to inſiſt upon 
the Diſtributing and Reading Your Majeſty's Declaration. And your Peti- 
rroners as im Duty bound ſhall ever Pray, 8c. 


W. Canr. Tho. Bath and Wells. 

W.- Aſaph. - * Tho: Peterborough. 
--» Fr. Ely. ' Jonathan Briſtol. 

Jo. Ciceſt: KR 7-\ ; 


\ To which His Majeſty anſwered : 
I Have beard of tha before; but did not believe it : 1 did not expe ths 
fFom the Church of England, ſpecially from ſome of you. F Ichange My 
Mind, you ſhall hear from Me ; if not, TexpetF My Command ſhall be oveyed. 
The Reaſons for not Reading the Declaration, given by a Clergy-man» 
being worthy to be tranſmicred to Poſterity, I have here inſerted. 
ALETTER from a Clergy-man in the City, to his Friend in the 
Country, containing his Reaſons for nor Reading the Declaration. 
* Do'not' wonder at your concern for finding an Order of Council publified #n 
| the Gazette for Reading the King s Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience 


in all Churches and Chappels in ths Kingdom. You defire to know my Thoughts . 


about it,"and T ſhall freely tell them; for this 1 not a time tobe reſerved. 

* | Our Entmies who bave given oar Gracious King thu Counſelag aint us, 

have taken 'the' moſt effeftusl way, not only to 'ruine us, but to make us 

appear the Inſtruments of our own Ruine, that what courſe ſeever we take, 
K we 


5 


we ſhall be undotte 3 and one ſide or other will conclude that we have wvione 
- To hoſe our Livings and Preferments, nay our Liberties and Lives in 8 
plain and dire oppoſition to Popery, as ſuppoſe for refuſing to read Maſi in 
our Churches, or to ſwear tothe Trent-Creed, « an bonourable way of falling, 
and bas the divine comforts of ſuffering for Chriſt and bis. Religion ; and 1 
bepe there us none of us but can cheerfully. ſubmit to the Will of God im it. But 
thus 3 not our freſent Caſe 5 toread the Declaration, s not to vead the Map, 
ee 70 profeſs the Romilh Faith ; and therefore ſome will judge that there uw 
no hurt in reading it, and that to ſuffer for ſuch a js a not to fall like 
Confefſcrs, but to ſuffer as Criminals for diſobeying the lawful Commands of 
our Prince : but yet we judye, and we bavethe concurring Opinions of all the 
Nobility and Gentry with as, who bave already ſuffered in-this Cauſe, that to 
take away the Teſt and Penal Laws at thu time, but one ſtep from the in- 
troducing of Popery ; and therefore to read ſuch a Declaration in dur Churches, 


tbough it do not immediately bring Popery in, yet it [ets open our Church-doors | 


for it, and then it will take itr ewn time to enter : So that ſhould we comply 
ith ths Order, all good Proteſt ants-wauld deſpiſe and hate us, and then we 
may be eaſily cruſhed, and ſhall joon fall with great diſhonour, and without 
any pity. This is the difficulty of: pur. Caſe ; we ſhall be cenſured on both ſides, 
but with this difference : We ſhall fall a little ſooner by not reading the Decla- 
ration, if our Gracious Prince reſent this 'as an att of an obftinate and pieviſh 
or fattions Diſobedience, as our Enemies will be ſure to. repreſent it to him ; 
We ſhall as certainly fall, and not long after, if we do read it, and then we 


hall fall unyitied and deſpiſed, and it may be with the Curſes of the Nation, 


whom we have ruined by our Compliance ; and. this is tbe way never {0 rife 


. more : And may 1 ſuffer all that can be ſuffered in-this World, rather thas 


cantribute to the final Ruine of the beſt Church in the-World. | 


 , Let ws then examine this matter impartially, as thoſe who have no mind 
either to ruine themſebves, or to ruine the Church: | T ſuppoſe no- Miniſter of 


tbe Church of England can give bis conſent to the Declaration. Let us 


. then conſider whether _— the Declaration in our Churches be not an in- 


rerpretative Conſent and will not with great reaſon be interpreted to be ſo: For, 

irſt, By our. Law all Miniſterial Officers are accountable for-their Aions: 
The Authority of Superionrs, though of the King himſelf, cannot juſtifie mafe- 
riour Officers, much leſs the Minifters of State, if they ſhould execute any ih 
legal Command: ;. which ſhexs, that. our Law dges not look. upon the Mint 


' ſters of Church or Stateto be nxeer Machines and Tools, to be managed wholly * 


by the Will of Superiours, without exerciſmg any A& of Fudgment .or Reaſon 
themſelves ; for then. inferiour Miniſters were no more puniſhable than the 
Horſes are which draw an.innocent Man to Tyburn :, and if infericur- M- 


viſters are ptifhable, then our Laws ſuppoſe that wh Cx den adobe. - 


fo 


A E " X "S008 ” " os LEH mY 
o © 2 ; 4 $64. ih £ cg! 6 : T 4 "ITN 
& Y 8 1 cnt” abs. . Cz x 47 RES CAEL : Bea” 6 Sato ? S _- . bs 
M0. Ha. 2 5 ot a "a . 4 s 5 
Ei > EY . 
Rh tes — F 
: . 
) : 
. 
60 J | 4 
% 


as Rs "OY" EN TR] 
A EE. - 


to. Super! s, we meke our own At by deing it and I ſuppoſe that fis SS 
our Conſe in the ge of the Law, to what we & I « 4g tem, ao 


% 


Law, That the can dono wrong ; and therefore if any, wrong be 
Jaws, the Crime and Guilt # the Miniſter's who does it ro « bv ws. the 
King's publick Will, and therefore he is never ſuppoſed to command any thing 
contrary to Law ; nor uw any Minifter, who does an illegal Aion, allowed 
to pretend the King's Command and Authority for it : and yet thu u the only 
Reaſon 1 know gwby we mu#t not obey a Printe againſt the Laws of the Land, 
or the Laws of God, becauſe what we do, let the Authority be what it wi 
that commands it, becomes our own Ai, and we are reſponſible for it; 
and then as I obſerved before, it muF#t imply our. own Conſent. NEFF Fo 

Secondly, The Miniſters of Religion have a greater tye and obligation 
than tha, becauſe they have the care and condutt of mens Souls, and therefore 
are bound to take care that what thy publiſh in their Churches, be neuther 
contrary to the Laws of the Land, nor ta the good of the Church: For the 
——_— of Religion are not looks upon as common Cryers, but what they 
Read, they are ſuppoſed to recommend toe, tho they do no more than Read it 5 
and therefore to read any thing m the Church, which 1 do not conſent to and - . 
approve, nay which I think prejudicial to Religion, and the Church of God, 
as well as contrary to the Laws of the Land, « to Miſ-guide my People, and 
ro Diſſemble with God and Men ; becauſe it is preſum'd, that 1 neuther dg, 
nor ought to read any thing in the Church, which I do not in ſome degree 
approve. Indeed, let mens private Opinions be what they will, inthe nature 
of the thing, he that Reads ſuch a Declaration to bu People, teaches them by 
it : For is not Reading Teaching ? | Suppoſe then I do not conlent to what 1 
. Read, yet I conſent to teach my People what | read : and herein s the evil 
of it ; for it may be it were no fault to conſent to the Declaration, but if T 
conſent to teach my. People what I domat conſent to myſelf, 1 am: ſure that s 
a great one : And-be who can diſtinguiſh between conſenting to. read the De 
claration, and conſenting to teach the People by the Declaration, when reading, 
the Declaration is teaching it, . has @ very ſubtile diſting uiſhing-Conſcience. 
Now if conſenting to read the Declaration be @ conſent to reach ut my People, 
then the natural Interpretation of Reading the Declaration, «, That be who 
Reads it, in ſach a ſolemn teaching-manner, Approves it. If this be not ſo, I 
deſire to know, why I may not read an Homily for Tran/ubſtantiation, or In- 
wvecation of Saints, or the Worſhip of Images, if the King ſends me ſuch goad 
Catholic Homilies, and commands me to read them? And thus we may in+. 
ſtrut} our People in all the Points of Popery, and recommend it to them with 
all the Sophiſtry and artificial Inſinuations, in obedience to the King, -with-a 
very good Conſcience, becauſe without our conſent : _If it be ſaid, this would be 
a contradiftion to the Dottrine of aur Church by Law eftabliſhed ; [o I take 
the Declarationtobe : And if we may read the Declaration contraty to Law, 

| | &3 : | becauſe 


S . "WI 
becauſe it does not imply our conſent to it; ſo we may Popiſh Homilies, for 
_ reading hers will not imply our conſent, no $525 +Se the 0 we 
the. Declaration does : But whether I conſent torbe Doftrine or no, it ts certam 
I tonſent to teach my People thu Dottrine ; and it ws to be confidered, whe- 
ther an honeſt Man can do ths. : | | 
- Thirdly, I ſuppoſe no-man will doubt, but the King intends, that our 
Reading the Declaration ſhould fignifie to the Nation, our Conſent and Ap- 
probation of it ; for the Declaration does not want Publiſhing, for it «s ſuf- 
fieiently known already : but our Reading it mm our Churches muſt ſerve m- 
ſtead of Addreſſes of Thanks, which the Clergy generally refuſed, though i 
was only to Thank the King for his Gracions Promiſes renewed to the 
Church of England, in hu De-laration,wbich was much more innocent than 
ro publiſh the Declaration itſelf in our Churches : This would perſwade one, 
that the King thinks or reading the Dslaration to fignifie our Conſent, and 
that the People will think it to be ſo. - And he that can ſatisfie his Conſcience, 
to do an ation without conſent, which the natare of the Thing, the deſign. 
and intention of the Command, and the Sence of the People expound to be a 
Conſent, may, I think, as well ſatisfie himſelf with Equivocations, and men- 
tal Reſervations. | FO 
There are two things to be anſwered to this, which muſs be conſidered. * 
|. That the People underſtand our Minds, and ſee that this is matter if 
Force upon us, and meer Obedience to the King. To whith 1 anſwer, © 
1. Poſſbly the People do nnderſtand that the matter of the Declaration is 
againſt eur Principles: But is this any excuſe, that we read that, and by 
reading recommend that to them, hich is againſt our own Conſciences and 
Fudge mints? Reading the Declaration would be no Fault at all, but our Du- 
, when the King commands it, did we approve of the matter of it ; but to 
conſent to teach our People ſuch Doftrines as we think contrary to. the Laws 
of God, or the Laws f the Land, does not lefſen but aggravate the Fault : 
and People muſt be very good natured to think this an Excuſe. | 
| *24 It is not likely that all the People will be of a mind mrhis matte? ſome © 
way excuſe it ,others,and thoſe it may be the moſt, the beſt, and the wiſeſt men, 
will condemn ns for-it, and then how ſhall we juſtifie our ſelves againſt their 
Cenſures ? when the World will be devided m rheir Opinions, the plain wax 
is certainly the beſt, to do,what we can juſt ifie our ſekves, and then let men 
judge as they pleaſe. No men in England with be pleaſed with our Read- 
ing the Declaration, but thoſe who bope to make great advantage of it againſt. 
as, and againſt our Church and Religion: others will'ſeverely condemn us 
 for'it,, and cenſare us as falſe toour- Religion, and as Betrayers both of Church” 
and State : antl befides that, it does not become a Miniſter of Religion, to do 
any thing, which in the opinion of the moft charitable men can only be excu- 
ſed; for what needs an excuſe, is either a fault or Jooks wery like one » beſides 
| | this 


— 


- #0 it ; Now thus 6 only Proteſtatio contra factuin, which all People will 


/ 


. ameerly im obedience to the King, does not expreſs their diſſent: it ſignifies in- 
7 

h pf {ca thoſe in King Charles the Firſt*s Reign, who read the-Book' 
Q : 


' ence not to read it, becauſe I am bound in conſcience not to approve it : 


ſay to thoſe who ack us, Why then do you read it ? But let thoſe who have 


ſcience to teach nothing contrary to 5t , white this Obligation laſts - 
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the I ſay, I will not traft mens Charity ; thoſe who have ſuffered theynſelucs © 
in thu Cauſe, will not excuſe us-for fear of ſuffering ; thoſe who are inclined 
ro excuſe #5 now, will not do-ſo when they conſider the thing better, and 
come, to feel the ill conſequences of it : when our Enemies open their eyes, and + 
tell them what our Reading the Declaration fegnified, which they will then 
tell us we ought to have ſeen before, though they were not bound to ſee it ; 
for we are to guide and inſtru} them, not they ws. os 

' II. Others therefore think, that when we read the Declaration, we ſhould 
publickly- profeſs, that it # not our own judgment, but that we only read 't 
in obedience to the King ; and then. our reading it cannot imply our conſeut 


laugh at, and:ſcorn- us for : for ſuch.@ ſolemn reading it in the time of Di- - 
wine Service, when all men ought to be moſt grave and ſerious, and far from 
difſembling with God or. Men, does in the nature of the thing imply our appro- 
bation; and ſhould we declare the contrary, when-we "a what ſhall we 


a-mind to tiny thus way, which, for my part, I take to be a greater and more 

unjuſt sfiable-prowocation of the King, than not to read it; and, 1 ſuppoſe, thoſe - : 
who do not read it, will be thougbt plainer and honeſter men, and will eſcape WO 

as well as thoje who read it and prote#t again#t it : and yet nothing le than "aw 
an expreſs Proteſt ation will ſalve thus matter ; for only to-ſay, they read it | 


deed, that they would-not have read it, if the King had not commanded it ;- 
but theſe words do not ſignifie, that they yon of the Declaration, when 
their reading it, though only in. obedience to the King, ſignifies their approba- 
:0n of it, as mach as ations can fignifie a conſent : let ws call to mind bow 


Sports, as it was called, and then preached agam#tit. 

Toreturn then to our Argument : If reading the Declaration in our Churches 
be in the nature of the attion, in the intention of the command, in the opinion 
of the People, an interpretative conſent to it, I think myſelf bound in conſci- 


| It is againſt the Conſtitution of the Church of England which # eftabliſhed 
by Law, and to which I have ſabſcribed,. and therefore am bound in con- 


It x to teach an unlimited and untver{al 'Toleration, which the Partia- 
ment in 72 declared illegal, and which has been condemned” by the Chri- 
ſtian Church in all Ages : | p22 | 
It is to teach my People,that they need never come to Church more, but have 
my free leave, as they have. the King's, to go to a Convenricle, or to Maſs : -- pl 
It zs to teach the Diſpenſing Power, which alters, what has been formerly 5 
thought, the whole Conſtitution of this Church and Kingdom: which-ws dare 
net-do; till we have the Authority of Parliament for.1it : --M 


> ate 


%N 


liament, as ſhall take away the Teſt and Penal pars, i mot of the" 
; Nobility and Gentry of the Nation have declared their. 

It « to condemn all thoſe great and worthy Patriots of thetr: Country, who 
forfeited the deareſt thing in the World to thems, next @ good Conſcience, Viz. 
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It is t0 recommend to our People, the choice of fuch Perſons to Fit int Par- 


IE gr 


The favour of their Prince, and a great many honourable and profitable Eqo- 


 ploywments with it, rather than conſent to that Propeſal of taking away the 


Teſt and Penal Laws, which they apprebend deftry&tue to. the Church 
of England, ane the Proteſtant Religion ; and he who can in conſcience 
do all tha, 1 think, need ſcruple notbing. + 6s 
. Foy let us conſider further, what the effetts and conſequences of our read- 
ing the Declaration are like to be, and I think they are matter of Conſcience. 
too, when they are evident and apparent. es nn 4 te 
Thu will certainly render our Perſons and Miniſtry infinitely contemptible 
which is again#t that Apoſtolick Canon, Let no man deſpiſe thee, Tit.2.15. 
That w, ſo to behave himſelf in hu Miniſterial Office, as not to fall under 
context ; and therefore thus obliges the Conſcience, not to make our ſabves 


ridiculous, nor to render our Miniſtry, our Conn, Ryeartariens, Fraathing, 
Writing, of no effed, which # a thouſand times worſe than being ſilenced : - 
Our Sufferings will Preach more effetually to the People, when we cannot. 


Speak to them : but he who for Fear or Cowardize, or the Love of this 


World, betrays bzx Church and Religion by undue compliances, and will cer- 
 rainly be thought to do ſo, may continue to Preach, but to no purpoſe ; and 


when we bgve rendred our ſelves ridiculous and contemptible, . we ſhall then 
quickly fall, and fall unpitted. CET PE ITE 7 

There u nothing will ſo effeFually tend to the final ruin of the Ghurch 
of England, becauſe our Reading. the Declaration will diſcourage, ar pro- 
woke, or miſguide, all the Friends the Church of England bas + can we 


' blarne any ma for not preſerving the Laws and the Religion of our Church 


and Nation, when we our ſelves will venture nothing for it ? can we blame 
any man for conſenting to Repeal the Teſt and Penal Laws, when we re- 
commend it to them 


when they hear themſelves condemned for it in all the Churches of England, 
will think it time to mend ſuch a fault , and reconcile themſelyes to their 


. Prince ?. and if eur Church fall thu way, s there any reaſon to expett that 
it ſheuld ever riſe again? Theſe Conſequences are almoſt as evident as De- 
wmonſtrations, and let it be what it will in ttſelf , which I foreſee will deſtroy - 


:be Church of England- ad the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt, / 
think I ought to make as much conſcience of doing it, as of doing the moſt 
immoral attion in nature. Es | 

To ſay, that theſe miſchievoxs conſequences are not abſolutely neceſſary, and 


therefore 


udgnents againſt : 


y reading the Declaration ? bave we nit reaſon to 
expet} that the Nobility and Gentry, who have already [ufſered in thu Cauſe, 
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therefore do not" affeft the: Conſrimmce, becauſe we'are not certain they will 
follow, is a very "meas "Objettion 3 Moral Aftions indeed have not: ſuch 
neceſſary conſequences, a5 natural cauſes have neceſſary effets, becauſe no 
moral canſes att neceſſarily: reading the Declaration will nit as neceſſarily 

the Church of England, as Fire burns Wood, but if the conſequence 
be plain and evident, the, moſt likely thing that can happen, if it be unria(e- 
nable to expef# any other, if it be what 1: plainly intended and deſigned, ei- 
ther I muſt never have any regen to Moral Conſequences of my Actions, or 
if ever they -are to be conſidered, they are in this Caſes. 

Why are the Nobility and Gentry ſo extreamly averſe to the Repeal of 
the Teſt and Penal-Laws ? Why do they forfeit the King's Favour, and 
their. Honourable Stations, yather chew comply with it ? IF ſay that this 
tends to deſtroy the Church of England and the Proteſtant Religion; 7 
ack, whether this be the neceſſary conſequence of it * whether the King cannot 
keep: his Promiſe to the Church of England if the Teſt and Penal Laws 
be Repealed ? We cannot ſay, but this may be: and yet the Nation does not 
think fit to try it 5 and we commend thoſe Great Men who deny it 5 and if 
the (ame Queſtions were put to ws, we think we ought in Conſcience to deny 
them our ſekves : and are there not as high probabilities, that our Reading the 
Declaration will promote the Repeal of the [Teſt and Penal Laws, as thes 
ſuch a Repeal will ratlne our Conſtitution, and bring. m Pogery upon ws 2? 16 
it not as probable, that ſuch a compliance in #s, will diſoblige all the Nobili- 
ty and Gentry, who hawe bitherto been firm to us, as that when the Power of 
the Nation is put into-Popiſh Hands, by the Repeal.sf ſuch Telts and Laws, 
the Prieſts and Jeſuits may find ſome Salvo for the King's Conſcience, aud 
perfwade bin 10 forget bis Promiſe to the.Church of England? and if che 
probable ill conſequences of Repealing. tbe. Teſt and Penal Laws, be a good 
reaſon not to comply with it, ]'canmat ſee but that the probable ill conſequen- 
ces of Reading the Declaration,” is as go00d a reaſon; not to.read. it. > 

The moſt material Obje&#ion ts, ,that the Diſſenters, whom we ought not 
to provoke, will expound our not Reading it, to be the effet# of a perſecuting. 
Spirit :-- Now I wonder men ſhould lay any weight. on this, who will not- 

allow the mo## probable conſequences of our Aftions,#o have any influence upon 
Conſcience * for-of we'muſt compare conſequencer, ta:diſoblige all the Nobulity 
and Gentry by Readings, is likely to be much 'more; fatal, thax.to. anger the 
Diſſenters.: ani it is more likely, and there is much more reaſon for it, that 
one ſhould be offended than the other : For the Diſſenters who are wiſe and 
conſidering, are ſenſible of the ſnare themſehves, and though they deſire Eaſe 
and Liberty, they are not willing to have it with ſuch apparent. hazard of 
Charch and State : T am ſure that tho' we were never jo deſirous that they. 
might have thew Liberty, (and when there 3s appertunity of ſhewing our in- 


clinations without danger , they may find that we are not ſuch Perſecutors 4s 
| we. 
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we are repreſented) yet we cannot conſent that they. ſhould have it this way, 
which they will find the dtareſt Liberty that ever was gramed; | 
© This Sir, is our Caſe in ſhort, the Difficulties are great on both. ſides; and 
therefore now if ever, we ought t0 befiege Heaven "with our ' Prayers, for 
Wiſdom, and Counſel, and Courage 3 that God*would 'protef# bis Church 
and" Reformed Chriſtianity, eg ainſt all the devices of rhetr Enemies: Which 
is the daily and bearty Prayer of oO =o ao CODY 
© IR, 


May 22. 1688. , Tour Friend and Brother. 


Though this Petition was preſented with all hamble Submtflion, my. -- 

_ and how reaſonable ſoever the Refuſing to publiſh 'the Declaration 
was, it was fo aggravated by Father Petre, and others of the Romiſh 
Perſwaſjon, that the Biſhops were ſent-for tothe Councit, and there 

. Charged with publiſhing a-falſe, malicious, and ſeditious Libel, and ; 
by a Warrant of the Council committed -to the Tower ; on which | 
chere followed, At leaſt in che hopes and expectations of the Papiſts, - f 
ſuch a Scene of Perſecution, as never. was under Queen Aary. | [ 
The Seven Biſhops were by Habias Corpwe broughtto the King's Rench | 


Bar, where was the Chief Juſtice ; and an Ignoramus + Alle- L 
bone, whom ong of his Brethren openly expoſed for his falſe Quota- | ®: 
gon 5 16 6 by 


Juſtice: Holloway, and Juſtice:Powel, after all the pleadings of Coun- "'H 
cel on each fide, the Chief Juſtice gave this direQtion-to the Jury : | 
That if they believed the Petition preſented by the Biſhops to the King, was 
the ſame. that was produced\ m Court, then the Pablication was ſufficiently 
* proved; if ot, the Biſhops ivere not guilty of rhe Publication. Andie = |þ 
condly, That eny thing tending to. diſturb the Governniemt was Libellus 5 
Famoſus ; and therefore the judged jt to be a Libel. © Juſtice Holloway Wl - 
ſaid, That the mtention of an attion ought to be conſidered; that the *Bi-. '# 
ſhops delivered the' Petition with all humility and decency imaginable ;5 and 
were not Men of evil lives ;\ and it being. the Right of every Tubject 0 Pe- 'Y Zy 
-  Fition, ſuch a detivery could be no fault ; eſpecially, it being doneto ſaveghems- | 
- ſebves barmleſs,-by ſhewing their Reaſons of not obeying the King's Commiand. 
' Juſtice Powet declared plainly, That be ſaw nothing of Sedition,. or other 
' Crime fixed 'on the Biſhops, nothing .being offered by the King's Counſel 10 
make the Petition falſe or malicions,. and deſired the Fury to conſider, That 
the Biſhops apprehended the Declaration to-be illegal, being founded. on a - 
Diſpenſing Power ; "and be did never remember m any Caſe, that there 
' was ſuch a Power in the King, which if true, the Petition could: be no Lz- 
bel: And laſtly, That ſuch a Power would amount to- an abrogation of all 4 
the Laws, and ſo there would be no need of Parliaments, but the whole Le- A 
| | giſlative 1 
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| giſlative Power would be in the King ; which (ſaid he to the Jury) « 


worth your conſideration. 

The Jury accordingly confidered the Caſe all Night, and in the 
Morning gave their Verdict for the Biſhops, Not Guilty, which cauſed 
fuch Acclamations in the Court,as were ecchoed through the Nation. 
And this Deliverance of the Biſhops, waseſteemed the Freedom of the 
whole Nation from Popery and Slavery ; and on it theReyolution of 
our Afﬀeairs began. EY 

This Scene of Perſecution being fo happily broken, we may havs 
leiſure to take a view of that other of the Commiſlioners for Eccleſi- 
aſtical Afﬀairs ; which was ſach an Engine as Archimedes fancied he 
had contrived, that if he had found a place whereon to fix it, ic would 


' have unhinged the Globe of the Earth: but as it happened, there was 


no ſuch placeto be-found. But this was ſo contrived, as to make the 
Church a Felo de ſe, and to fall by its own hands ; for the Commillio- 
'ners firſt named, were ſome of thoſe that were intended to fall by it ; 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Bilbops of Darham and Rocheſter, 
the Lord Treaſurer, and Sunderland, and the Lord ChicfJuſtice Her- 
bert, and the Lord Chancellor, who wasthe Dominzs Fattotum, in con- 
junction with whom, any Two might a&t ; and ſuch Three might 
cake Cogniſance of any Caſe that was under the Eccleſiaſtical Laws ; 
they might Viſit both the Univerſities, the Cathedrals, and Collegiate 
Churches, Pariſh-Churches, Schools, and Hoſpitals ; they might ab- 


rogate Old and make New Laws, with a Non Obſtante to any Right, 


or ancient Conſticution; and all their Acts were to be confirmed by a 
New Seal, having this Inſcription, Sigillum Regia Mapeſtatis ad Cauſas 
Ecclefiaſticas. But the Commiſion was ſo unwarrancable and ill de- 
ſigned, that the moſt conſiderable Men refuſed to a by it; in whole 
room other confiding Men are named, ( viz.) the Biſhop of Cheſter, 
the Lord Chief Juſtice right, and Baron Fenner. ; fo that the Chan. 
cellor could never_want Two of hisown Diſtemper to a& with him. 
The R. R. the Biſhop of London was a Perſon of ſuchextraordinary 
merit, that he was piccht on, as the firſt that was fic to ſuffer by this 
new fort of Oſtraciſme, but finding no precence- for an Accaſation 
in him, from any act of his own, - he mult ſuffer tor another's fin im- 
puted to him; or rather for a wicked invention of their own; for 
thus it was: Dr. Sharp of the Diocels of London, a Divine of known 
Integrity and Loyalty , as well as of Parts and Prudence , was re- 
preſented to the King, as one that had preached Seditiquily, and en- 
deavoured to alienate the Atfetions ot His Majetty *s Subje&s from 
him : whereof the Doctor being adviled, ; endeavours by allmeans to 
clear himſelf; and by good Advice draws up a Petition to His La 
| L zelty 
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jeſty, decaring, How faithfully he had ferred Him and his Bro 
u 


- ther, and had ſtudiouſly endeavoured ta ſupprefs all DaRrines and 

Practices tending to Sedition, ec. But the Poaor xRor could never find 
opportunity to preſent his Petition, for the Scene was otherwiſe laid, 
and thus it opened : A Letter was procured from the King to the Bi- 
ſhop of Lo»don, importing, That his Majeſty being fully ſatisfied that 
Dr. Fobn Sharp, Recor of St. Giles's, had reflected on his Majeſ 


and on his Government, he commanded the Biſhop forthwith Cigh 
t 


Y, 
c 
or wrong) to ſuſpend him. The Biſhop returned an Anſwer to the 
Earl of Sunderland to this effe&t : That bu Majeſty's Command could 
not be complied with, being contrary to Law ; becauſe no Tudges (as he 
was) could condemn. any Man, before he was beard what be could. ſay for 
himſelf : So that he was to ſuffer for what in Juſtice he could not dos 
On the Fourth of 4A«guf he appears before the Commiſſioners, and 
the Chancellor asks him the Reaſon, © Fby be ſuſpended not Dr. Sharp, 
according ts the King's Order ? The Biſhop anſwered, That he bad recei- 
wed ſuch an Order, and if be bad done contrary to hu Duty, it was bus 
ignorance, aud not a wilful negle#. The Chancellor replies, Thet hu 
no rs ought to have known the Law : and however, that the King ought 
zo beo _ To which the Biſhop replied, That if @ Prince required 6 
Fudge to execute a Command not agreeable to Law, it was his Duty, Re- 
{cribere & reclamare prineipi z wbich be did by the Lord Preſident ; and 
that he had done in effe&t what the. King commanded, adviſing the Defor 
zo forbear Preaching in his Diocef. After this, with ſome dithiculty, his 
Councel were admitted to plead, who juſtified the Biſhop's Anſwer: 
and chen the Biſhop offered, That f through miſtake be had erred in 
any Circumſtance, be was ready to beg bis Majeſty's Pardon, and to make 
#1) reparation he was able. But in ſhort, 
| his Sentence read, (viz.) That Henry Lord Biſhop of London, being 
conven'd before the Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, for bis Diſobe- 
dience, and other Contempts; and being fully heard, was by them declared, 
deemed, and pronounced, Suſpended from the Funition and Execution of 


his Epiſcopal Office. In this one Noble Biſhop the whole Hierarchy of _ 


England were ſtruck at,. and his Sentence but a Prologue to the Tra- 
gedy intended ; the next Scene of which was this: - 27 
On the Ninth of February, Dr. Peachel, Vice-Chancellor of Cam- 
bridge, receiv'd a Mandate under the King's Signet Manual, to admic 
ather Francis, a Benedifine Monk, Maſter of Arts, without ta- 
king the uſual Oaths ; which the Vice-Chancellor, by the unanimous 
Conſent of the Univerſity refuſed, perceiving their Priviledges and 
Properties to be in danger ; and upon their offering the Oaths to Fa- 
ther Francis, and his refuſing to take them, they denicd him thar 
- 


at hs next appearing, he had 
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Degree ; whereupon the Vice-Chancellor was ſummoned by a Meſ- 


ſenger to appear before'the Commiſlioners in perſon, and the Senate 
by their Deputies : Upon their appearance, the Vice- Chancellor was 
asked, Why be had not obeyed the King's Command, in admitting Father © 


\ Francis? To which they gave their Anſwer in Writing : Shewing, 
| That by ſeveral As of Parkament, (viz.) 1* & 5* Eliz. by which it was 


ordained, No Man ſhould be promoted to any Degree, without taking an 
Oagh #o acknowledge the King's Supremacy, &c. And 3* & 9* Facobi pri- 
»4, it was enadted, That the Oath of Allegiance ſhould be-taken and ad- 
miniſtred by the Vice-Chancellor, and all the Principals of Houſes, and by 
every Perſon that ſhould be promoted to any Degree, for the preſervation of 
the Dottrine of the Church of England, and the King's Prerog ative :- which 
Oaths the ſaid Francis refuſed. And they pleaded alſo, That the ad- 
miſſion to a Degree, was not of Eccleſiaſtical, but Temporal Copnizance, 
And that by a Statute 16 Charles Il. No Court ſhould be ereffed, havin 
like Power, Furiſdiftion, and Authority as the High Commiſſion Court bet 
but ſhould be utterly void. Aﬀeer ſome Debate, the Chancellor pronoun- 
ced the Vice-Chancellor deprived of his Office , and ſuſpended ab 
Officio & Beneficio, of his Headſhip of Magdalen Colledge, and forbid 
him to meddle with any publick buſineſs in the Univerſity. - | 
This is another inſtance of the King's good will co the Church of 
England , and his unalterable obſerving his Declaration for Liberty of 
Gonſcience- - And now the other Siſter, the Univerſity of Oxford 
muſt partake of the ſame favour, where Dr. Walker a profeſled Pa- 
iſt is made Head of Univerſity Colledge ; and one Maſſey, a Popiſh 
Þcoſclice, Dean of Chri# Church ; and Dr. Clerk Preſident of da- 
len Colledge being dead, one Mr. Farmer procured the King's 
date to fucceed him ; againſt whom they petitioned his Majeſty, as 
being a ſcandalous perſon, and not qualified as their Statutes required; 
and they proceeded in a regular way to Ele& Dr. Hough their Preſi- 
dent, who being preſented to their Viſitor, was ſworn and admitted ; 
but being told of the King's diſpleaſure, they complained of tneis 
Unhappineſs to the Duke of Ormond their Chancellor, and the Biſhop 
of Winchefter their Viſitor, that they were reduced to a neceſlity et 
ther of diſobeying the King, or wronging their Conſciences. And 
that after his Majeſty's Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, but 
Gallio cared for none of theſe things, the Commiflioners cite the Fel- 
lows or their Delegates to appear before them. Their Delegates 
were Dr. Aldworth, Dr. Fairfax, Dr. Smith, Mr. Hammond, Mr. Dob- 
fon, and Mr. Fairer, who gave in their Plea to this effet : That they 
were bound by their Oaths not to admit any to that Office, but ſuch as were 
Fellows of that, or New-Colledge, wes Ar. Farmer was not : Ty 
| 2 they 


of rhe Colledge : That they were ſworn not to admit any Diſpenſations by 
any Authority whatſcever ; and that they had Fleded Dr. Hough, who 
was qualified as the Statutes required Mr. Farmer on proofs of his In- 


the Biſhop of Oxford. And ſhortly after the King coming to Qxford, 
ordered the Fellows toattend himat Chri#-Church, and then told them, 
He had known them to be a ſtubborn and turbulent Colledge for Twenty Six 
Nars ; taxed them with their Church of England Loyalty ; and bid them 
go heme, and know that he was their King, and would be obeyed ; and 


ſach as refuſed to admit the Biſhop of Oxford,- ſhould feel the weight of hs 


Perſecution, they perſiſted to refuſe the Biſhop of Oxon, againſt whom 
they had thelike Objections as againſt Mr. Farmer, the Biſhop having 


nour, which he reſolv'd to riſe to, (viz.) a Coach and Six Horſes, 
. which was the Religion he reſolv'd to adhere to ; but for theſe' cau- 
fes they were all expelled, and made uncapable of any Preferment, 

> and all-to make way for a Seminary of Papitts. 

For theſe breaches being made in the Walls and Towers of our Son, 
and there being an Army of Locufts in the Land, which waited an 
opportunity to ſtorm, kill, and take poſſeflion, there being at the ſame 
time a Nuntio from Rome, who was publickly feaſted at the Guild-Hall, 
Eondon, and an Ambaſſador at Rome, a numerous Spawn- of Jeſuirs 
and Fryars, who'were feen in their ſeveral Habits, Schook, Publick: 


Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction. | 
treland being ſecured in the hands of Papiſts'; Scotland over-awed 

by an Army ; andthe Fleet and Tower of London-in confiding hands ; the 
Popiſh Lords being the Cabinet Council,and Perers the Jeſuit chiet Mi- 
nifter of State: - What could be expected but a total overthrow of the 

- Ehurch ? and that the King's Age and Infirmicies being canſidered, 


God infatuated the- Counſels of all theſe Achitophels, and-what they 


trnedto our preſervation: For whereas the King to ſecure the Popiſh 
Intereſt; and to eftabliſh his Proclamation for Liberty of Conſcience, to 
which the Prince and Princeſs of Orange could by no means-be drawn 
t give their conſent, the King was prevailed with to own a Suppo- 
fittous Child, as Heir to his Dominions, that he might give a new. 
b& to the Popiſh and Fanatick Intereſts : -But this, and his fenſe of 
thePcoteſtane Cauſe; which was then in a decaying condition, ſtirred 


capacity was laid aſide, and another Mandate ſent for admiflion of 


Difpleaſure : But without dread of cheſe Menaces, and the intended 


Faudzs-like betrayed his Maſter, that had preferred him to that Ho- ' | 


Houſes appointed for them ; and Four Biſhops appointed to exercile 


=: that they ſhould with all violence puſh on for our Deftruction ? Bue - 


deſigned for our Ruine, was by his gracious and wiſe Providence; 
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up the Spirit of our preſent King,” to vindicate the Caule of the: 
Engliſh Ghurch, andhus own, and his Conſort's Title to the Crown ; 
and the Severity uſed to the Biſhops, and the Univerſities ; and the 
Afront done to the Engliſh Souldiers, by bringing ſome thouſands of 
 Þiþ Cut-Throats, and preferring them above the Exylh, did ſtem 
the Tide; and immediately upon the Arrival of the Prince's Army, 
there followed a great Revolt of the Nobility, Souldiery, and Gen- 
"7 of the Land, who marching towards London, became formidable 
co the King, who coming as far as Salxbury, intending to fight the- 
Prince, found himſelf ſo deſerted, that he returned in great hafte to 
London ; and conſidering into what ſtreights his precipitant Counſels' 
had brought him, he ſends for ſuch Biſhops as were in, or near London, 
to have their Advice in that critical Juncture, which with all poſlible: 
humility and integrity they did to this'effe&t : 1. That it was neceſſa- 
ry for him to-reſtore all things to the fate wherein he found them when he- 
tame 10 the Crown, by committing all Offices and Places of Government to 
ſuch of the Nobility and Gentry as were qualified for them according to 
the Laws, and by redreſſing and removing ſuch Grievances as were gene= 
rally complained of ; particularly, that bus Majeſty would diſſolve the Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Commiſſion, and promiſe to his People never to Erec any ſuch 
Court for the future. 2, That be would not only put an. effetfual ſtop to 
the iſſuing forth of any Diſfenſations, but would call in, and cancel all thoſe 
which: ſince his coming to the Crown had been obtained from him. 2. That 
he would reſtere the Univerſities to their Legal State, Statutes, and Cuſtoms ; 
and particularly reſtore the Maſter of Magdalen: Colledge in Cambridge, 
and the ejeted Preſident and Fellows of Magdalen Colledge in Oxford, ro 
their Properties 4. And that he would not permit any Perſons to enjoy any » 
Preferments in ether Univerſity, but ſuch as were qualified by -the Statutes, 
. and Laws of the Land. 5. That he would ſuppreſs the Jeſuits Schools opens- 
ed in London, or elſe-where, and grant no more Licenſes for-ſuch Sehook 
as were againſt the Laws of the Land, and bus Majeſties true intereſts . 
6. That be would ſend Inhbibitions after the Four Romiſh Biſhops, who un= 
der the Title of ApoſtolickVicars, did preſume to exerciſe within this King- 
dom, ſuch Furiſdiions as are by the Laws f the Land inveſted in the Bis - 
ſhops of the Church of England. 7: That be would not ſuffer any more 
uo. Warranto's ts be ſued out again#t- any Corporations, but reſtore to ſuch 
as had been-diſturbed their ancient Charters,  Priviledges, and Immumnities, 
and condemn all thoſe wllegal Regulations that bad beew made. 8.: That be 
would fill up all the vacant Biſhopricks in-England. and Ireland, with 
Perſons duly qualified ; and eſpecially conſider the See of York, whoſe want -. 
of an Archbiſhop zs wery prejudicial to the whole Province. 9g. That bs 


would att no more, nor inſift on the Diſpenſing Power, but leave it to be de- 
| bated 
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| (74) DE 0 
bated and ſetled by A& of Parliament.” to. That on the Reftoration of 
Corporations, he would iſſue Writs for a Free Parliament, for redreſſng of 
Grievances in Church and State, upon juſt and ſolid Foundations ; and to 
eft abliſh due Liberty of Conſcience. Laſtly, and above all, That bis Maje- 
ſty would permit > of has Biſhops to lay ſuch Motives and Arguments be- 
fore him, as might by the Bleſſing of God, bring back bu Majeſty to the 
Communion of the Church of England, into whoſe Catholick-Faith be had 
been Baptized, in which be bad been Educated, and to which # was thajn 
—_ Prayer to Almighty God, that bis Majeſty might be re-united. © * 
| d theſe ſober and pious Counſek been accepted then, when 
the Biſhop's Petition was rejected as a falſe, malitions, and ſeditious 
Libe}, the King might have been ſtill ſetled on the Throne ; but he 
had paſt the Rubicon, and was reſolved to fight out his way for the 
eſtabliſhing the Popiſh Religion againſt all oppoſition ; and being de- 
ſerted by his Ewgih Forces hath reſolutely caſt himſelf on the French 
and Triſk; and what hath been done againſt the eſtabliſhed Church 
there, cannot amount to leſs than a Perſecution. And ſuch a one 
muſt we have expected, had not God's Almighty Arm bafled their 


n Deſigns. — 
Now if the Popiſh Party have been fo haſty and violent inperſecu- 
ting the Church, as ſoon as they got Power into their hands 3; not- 


withſtanding all that kindneſs and moderation manifeſted to them, - 


to the great regret of the other Diſlenters, who thought themſelves 


leſs gently dealt with. I know not what more genels uſage the 
Church could expe from them, who have ſo long and loudly cried 


out of Perſecution, and for Forty or Fifty Years together, coyenan- 


ted to root out Epiſcopacy and Liturgy, and perpetuated that Obli- - 


gation to the preſent Generation ; ſo that - the bitter Spirit of the 
SmeSymnennens ſeem to ſurvive {till inthe preſent Diſfſenters , who 
ſtill maintain the Old Gauſe ;z and if ever the' Power ſhould return 
to their hands, .as in the time of the Long Parliament, would fly 


as high, and fall on the ſame Game; for a Lyon is no-lefſs'a Lyon 


while he is reſtrained within a Den, and loaden with Chains, buc 
grows uſually more raging when let looſe, and Maledicas & malefico 
non diftat nift occaſione : Thoſe ravenons Beaſts that do rent a Man in 
Efigie, do maniteſt-what they would do in Corpore, as the Dowatifss, 
who firſt flew the Orthodox Gladio Ors, did as they had opportunity 


deftroy them Ore Gladii. - I think it will be a difficult Province for a 


= good Orator, to perſwade the Church of England, that ſuch 


ers as have 01, ma the Reot, will be contented if - 


2 few Branches were cut off. 
L1 | When 
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© When the Windgand Storms rage, tho Hasband-men wil part wit 


more granted ; but when they crave all, they deſerve nothing ; if 


Dae A ot 4 
"00 FO : FIN 4 
: « - , 4 


- fering for C 


e "_ FOE 
1-8 hy SHIFT. AY 
£63 oF - - © IORIED 4G: 4 ; ' s . RA” % I _ IS , 
yt Bees ee T 42 y Y Sadie Thang F _ yr ns es 7 4 be % ?) >, "7 I p NT IO, * TMs Det 1 6-8 - 
- s 4S, Be. " $55 ES EREaRE i. a 1A: We IE!) Sy EEE [S 5 Eo a 4 ey 3, ft. 6 Et 
bs - RR OS or LS: . TERS. + 0 5 2 H 
2 7 MO 5 i ee (- ”* 5 
>») vo 


- a . a. D IF s 
mW » _ bl 
K+: L F +. pu leon: 
4 - SE [1 ie ahh - 
©. JP EX þ PSRT pe. Mg» by 
=- + Pe + Fx 5545S x 
Jon : - 44 


- 
x 


the Branches to preſerve the Root ; I may part with. a Coat or a 
Cloak to an-importunate Brother, but if he to enrich himſelf, by 
making me poor, cantinues craving till he ſtrips me tothe skin, and 
leaves me naked, I am: not fo much charitable to him, as cruel to 
myſelf: Had the Diſſenters in 62 asked leſs, they might-have had 


ppm do begin to {well and ferment the Spirics of -Men 
, as then, we are commanded to be aware of them. We had 
no ſooner paſt a Fiery Tryal inthe Twenty-Years Perſecution by the 
Diſſenters, but were under another Twenty Years Tryal, under the ; "2 
Papiſts, though it did not appear fo viſible and ſucceſsful, cill of late. | 4 
And if the Papiſts ſhould be asked wha were the Perſecutors in the 
firſt Twenty Years, they muſt anſwer the Diſſenters ; if we ſhould 
ask the Ditlenters, whether the Papiſts or. the Church of England 
were the perſecuted Party in the laſt Twenty Years, it muſt be'an- 
ſixered the Papiſts were ; for though their frequent Attempts to de- 
ftroy the Church proved abortive, as there may be many traiterous 
Conſpiracies againſt the Life of a Prince, though he ſurvive them all, 
_ bring the Conſpirators to condign puniſhment, as in the Powder- 
ot. | | - of 
. Cain might have been called a Perſecutor of Abel, though he had 
not ſlain him; and 1kmael's cruel mocking of his Brother, is called 
a perſecuting of him. And if the ſame bitterneſs of Spirit do reign 
n the Ezgliſb, as hath ſhewn itſelf in the Scorriſþ Presbytery, the E- 
piſcopal Party may well be jealous of them 5 and few, I ſuppoſe, will 
be of the Opinion of #. F. That the Removal of our Ceremonies will be 
an equiualent compenſation for the ſhedding of as much Blood, and exhau- 
ſing as much Treaſure, as was ſhed and exhauſted in the late inbumane 
Civil War: Where the Royal Martyr, the Archbiſhop, many Nobles, 
innumerable Gentry and Commons, were ſacrificed for a Reforma- = 
tion of Ceremonies 3 but I hope ſuch fury will not poſle(s the hearts. _ 
of any Dillenters in this Age. | : 


To Conclude : 


The Church is ftill through the wonderful Providence of God in 
the legal poſſeflion of her Rights, ſhe is neither Popiſhly affeaed, nor 
of a perſecuting Spirit or Power ; ſhe hath learnt by her own Suf- 
cience-fake, how to pity ſuch as are truly conſcienti- 
ous 3 but if any man be contentious, and will deny her that liberty 
which they challenge to. themſelves, I ſhall only ſay wich the _ 
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